° 


Daily Report— 


Sub-Saharan | 


iu 


Daily Report 
Sub-Saharan Africa 


FBIS-AFR-95-049 CONTENTS 


NOTICE TO READERS: An * indicates material not disseminated in electronic form. 
CENTRAL AFRICA 
Burundi 


14 March 1995 


Armed Gang Attacks Bubanza; Ethnic Tension High /AFP] 
Zaire 


Police Disperse Civil Servants’ March [Libreville Radio] 
EAST AFRICA 
Kenya 


Moi, Britain’s Chalker Discuss Uganda, Aid [Nairobi Radio] 


Moi Describes Refugees in Uganda as ‘Criminals’ /Nairobi TV] 


Alleged Guerrillas Attack Police Headquarters /KNA] 


Some Border Posts Sealed Off [Nairobi TV] 


Security Officials Deny Troop Mobilization /Nairobi TV] 


Opposition Claims Guerrilla Movement ‘Imaginary’ /AFP/ 


Demonstrators in Mombasa Denounce Odongo /KNA]/ 


Saitoti To Appear in Court on Theft Charges /KNA/ 


Armed Bandits Target Tourists in National Park /AFP/ 


Electoral Commission Creates New Constituencies /Nairobi TV] 
Somalia 


SNA Alleges Unosom Continues To Interfere (Voice of the Great Somali People] 
Aidid Addresses Security Forces at Afizione /Voice of the Great Somali People] 
Citizens Pledge To Cooperate With Security (Voice of the Great Somali People] 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
Buthelezi Asks King To Call National Gathering /SAPA/ 


Royal Council Rejects Ultimatum /THE STAR 14 Mar] 


Zulu King Initiates Court Action Against Premier /BUSINESS DAY 14 Mar] 


Mandela Addresses Local Elections Summit /Johannesburg TV] 


Meyer Says 5 Percent Registered for Elections /Johannesburg Radio] 


Reaffirms Date for Elections /SAPA/ 


‘Poor’ Response Seen in Voter Registration /NEW NATION 10-16 Mar] 


Increase in Identity Card Applications Noted /THE STAR 13 Mar] 


Viljoen Said Favorably Received Among Blacks {RAPPORT 12 Mar] 


Police Raid Gold Mines, Seize Weapons, Drugs /SAPA/ 


Gunmen Open Fire on Taxi, Shoot 4 Commuters /SAPA] 
Protesters Bomb, Stone Police Station /SAPA] 


Communist Party Calls It’s Role ‘Critical’ /SAPA/ 


Economists Praise Stals’ Handling of Finrand /BUSINESS DAY 13 Mar] 


Rand Shows Strength in First Day of Trading /SAPA] 


Drought Termed ‘Worst in Living Memory’ /THE STAR 13 Mar] 


Nzo Cites National Interest in Cuban Ties /SAPA] 


Union Demands Preferential Status for Cuba /SAPAj/ ........ 


Buthelezi on Efforts To Tighten Immigration /SAPA) .. 


South African Press Review for 14 Mar /BEELD 9 Mar, etc] 


MWh & &WWWNN LY 


AaAAam 


FBIS-AFR-95-049 


14 March 1995 2 Sub-Saharan Africa 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Angola 
UNITA’s Gato Declares ‘Peace in Our Country’ /Lisbon EXPRESSO 11 Mar] 16 
UN Sets Deadline for Government, UNITA /Luanda Radio] 16 
UN Observers Unable To Operate Beyond Luena /Luanda Radio] 17 
Opposition Leader Holden Roberto Returns Home /Luanda Radio] . 17 
Minesweeping in Moxico Suspended Since Jan /Luanda Radio] 17 
Mozambique 
Ministers’ Salaries Increase 320 Percent /IMPARCIAL 7 Mar] 17 
Salary Increases for Technicians Cancelled {Maputo TV] 18 
Government’s 1995 Policy Document Reviewed [Maputo Radio] 18 
Opposition MPs Assail Draft Parliament Rules /IMPARCIAL 8 Mar] 18 
Frelimo Seeks To ‘Undermine’ Dhlakama Trip /IMPARCIAL 9 Mar] 19 
Farmers Said Upset by Land Deal With Afrikaners /IMPARCIAL 7 Mar] 20 
Swaziland 
Strike Enters 2d Day; Most Businesses Closed /SAPA/ 20 
Unions Call Off Strike {London International] 20 
Parliament Given 7 Days [Mbabane Radio] 20 
Zimbabwe 
Official Calls Paris Donor Conference ‘Success’ /Harare Radio] 21 
Reserve Bank Says War Against Inflation Working /Harare Radio] 21 
WEST AFRICA 
Ghana 
Liberian Leaders in Accra for Consultations [Accra Radio] 22 
Liberia 
Tanzanian Troop Withdrawal ‘Major Setback’ /AFP/ 22 
Ulimo Faction Accused of ‘Massacre’ in Sinje /London International] 22 
Niger 
Premier Amadou Meets With Traditional Chiefs /Niamey Radio] 23 
Foreign Minister Discusses Various Issues /Paris International] 24 
Nigeria 
Constitutional Conference Resumes, Adopts Drafts /Lagos TV] 25 
Panel To Question Coup Plotters ‘This Week’ /AFP] 26 
General Challenges Arrest /AFP] 26 
Nadeco Responds (/London International] 26 
Government Not To Punish ‘Innocent’ People /Lagos Radio] 27 
Obasanjo Said Arrested for Political ..casons /AFP] 27 
Further on Obasanjo’s Arrest {London International] 28 
Demonstrators Express Support for Administration /Kaduna Radio] 29 
Enugu, Plateau Back Abacha /Lagos TV] 29 
Five Banks Dropped from Foreign Exchange List /Lagos TV] 29 
Sierra Leone 


Government Fights Back in Southeast; 85 Killed /AFP) 29 


FBIS-AFR-95-049 
14 March 1995 


Burundi 
tisk Gang Attacks Bubanza; Ethnic Tension 


AB1303171095 Paris AFP in English 1645 GMT 13 
Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Bujumbura, March 13 
(AFP)}—Two women were killed Monday [13 March] 
when an armed gang attacked Bubanza in northwest 
Burundi, the provincial governor said as ethnic tension 
ran high two days after the assassination of a cabinet 
minister. 


The governor, Herman Tuyaga, said the gang opened fire 
on the loca! prison, a police camp, a gendarmerie post 
and the bishopric, and shot the two women who had 
come to work in nearby fields, before the gunmen fled 
into the hills. 


At Muramvya in the centre of the highland nation, one 
of four gunmen was killed when they attacked the 
gendarmerie post and a shootout took place, national 
radio reported. Looting followed and at least three shops 
were sacked. 


The violence came the day the government declared a 
period of mourning for Energy and Mines Minister 
Ernest Kabushemeye, whose murder raised fears of a 
new ethnic bloodbath between the central African coun- 
try’s Hutus and Tutsis. 


Communications Minister Germain Nkeshimana said 
the mourning for Kabushemeye, a member of the Hutu 
majority, will last until Thursday, when he is due to be 
buried. 


One of the attackers died in hospital of his wounds 
Saturday after being shot by one of the min. ‘ter’s body- 
guards, and an injured bodyguard also died Sunday, 
national radio reported Monday. 


Police Sunday said they had arrested two suspects over 
the unclaimed attack on the minister, who was snot as he 
was driving his car in the centre of the capital Bujum- 
bura. At least one passer-by was hurt. 


On Monday, no further information was released on the 
arrests, which were confirmed by President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya, or on the identities of the assailants. 


[passage omitted] 


Nkeshimana declared in a statement that during the 
mourning period, radio and television would replace 
variety shows with broadcasts of religious and classical 
music and flags would fly at half-mast, but he asked the 
population to go about its business as usual. 


The radio said that political parties across the board 
condemned the assassination of Kabushemeye, who 
headed the Burundian People’s Rally, a small party 
allied to the president’s mainly Hutu Front for Democ- 
racy in Burundi (Frodebu). [passage omitted] 
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The president, in Copenhagen for the UN summit on 
poverty, warned he might have to break off his 
democratisation programme and take “necessary mea- 
sures to restore order”’ if ethnic violence continued in the 
country. 


Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo held an emergency 
cabinet meeting Sunday and said an investigation had 
been ordered into the murder, whose findings would be 
made public. 


Zaire 


Police Disperse Civil Servants’ March 


AB1003215095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1830 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Tension was high in Kinshasa 
this afternoon where police forcefully dispersed a 
peaceful march that public sector labor unions had 
organized to mark the end of their three-day strike. The 
demonstrators, who were slated to end their march in 
front of the prime minister’s office, clashed with the 
police, who dispersed them and arrested their leaders. 
One of those arrested was Benjamin Boukouloungou, 
spokesperson of the Council of Public Service Workers’ 
Union [COSSEP]. From Kinshasa, Kamanda wa 
Kamanda Moussembe reports: 


[Begin recording] There was no sit-in in front of the 
prime minister’s office as planned by the organizers of 
the march of civil servants and state employees, who 
wanted to mark the end of their strike with a noticeable 
presence at the Government Hotel where the weekly 
Friday cabinet meeting was taking place. The security 
forces dispersed the march and arrested some of the 
demonstrators. 


Civil servants are demanding the payment of eight to 12 
months of salary arrears in the interior of the country, 
and 36 months for diplomats serving abroad. The other 
demand is the opening of negotiations on salary scales. 
Civil servants accuse the government of refusing to 
negotiate on this issue. Their strike lasted three days 
without the two sides—the COSSEP and the govern- 
ment—having any contacts. The distance between them 
will certainly remain so for a long time even if during the 
past few days the government has been paying the 
salaries of civil servants. However, the COSSEP, which 
does not want to admit defeat, plans to launch its second 
plan of action which is operaticn civil servants’ accom- 
modation. 


Meanwhile, a communique issued by the Linguanla 
municipal authorities has confirmed the arrest of the 
INASSET [expansion unknown] national secretary, 
Edouard Moutidia, who was caught pasting posters 
inciting workers to strike. However, Moutidia, according 
to the police commissioner of inguanla Zone, was 
released after being detained until! the afternoon. [end 
recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Kenya 


Moi, Britain’s Chalker Discuss Uganda, Aid 


EA1103202595 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 11 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted] President 
Moi held talks with the British minister for overseas 
development, Baroness Lynda Chalker. The talks cen- 
terd on bilateral relations. 


During the talks, President Moi briefed Mrs. Chalker on 
the hostile stand of Uganda toward Kenya. At the same 
time President Moi emphasized that Kenya’s security 
was not negotiable adding that silence and patience 
should not be misconstrued to mean weakness. He 
observed that Britain had a huge stake ‘n Kenya which it 
should be concerned about and act accordingly. 


On the economic front, President Moi asked Britain to 
assist Kenya on the issue of social dimensions. He called 
on donor countries and agencies to inform the govern- 
ment on any aid money channeled through nongovern- 
mental organizations. 


Mrs. Chalker assured President Moi that Britain wished 
Kenya peace, security and prosperity. She said her 
country had repeatedly told Uganda to respect her neigh- 
bors. Mrs. Chalker congratulated President Moi for the 
success he continued to register in the improvement of 
Kenya’s economy. The British minister said the interna- 
tional community was happy with Kenya and was 
encouraged by her economic performance. She also gave 
President Moi a message of best wishes from British 
Prime Minister John Major. [passage omitted] 


Moi Describes Refugees in Uganda as ‘Criminals’ 


EA1303194595 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT 13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi today said that all Kenyan criminals 
hiding in Uganda should be repatriated to the country to 
face the law. The president reiterated that Kenya has, 
since independence, never had refugees but only crimi- 
nals and self-exiles. 


President Moi wondered how Brigadier [John] Odongo 
could be a refugee yet he had risen through the ranks to 
that position. President Moi, therefore, said that the 
UNHCR in Uganda should not have accepted Brig. 
Odongo as a refugee. The president said that he had met 
with the UNHCR, Mrs. Sadako Ogata, and discussed the 
issue of Brig. Odongo and said that the government was 
still waiting for the outcome of the refugee status of 
Odongo who is believed to be hiding in Ghana. 


The president said that the recent murder of two admin- 
istration policemen and wananchi [citizens] and other 
acts of lawlessness in the recent past were committed by 
those criminals living in Uganda. President Moi was 
spea’ ng from the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport 
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soon after he arrived from Denmark where he had been 
attending a three-day summit on social development at 
Copenhagen. 


The president said that, although the government has 
been preaching about the foreign policy of good neigh- 
borliness, Kenya was not going to stand further humili- 
ation from neighboring countries who failed to honor 
that policy. 


The president once again wondered why the government 
was always under attack on human rights violation when 
it sought to arrest and arraign in court of law criminals. 


The president noted that those who had perpetrated 
tribal carnage in Rwanda, that left hundreds of thou- 
sands dead, were not accused of violation of human 
rights. President Moi warned that any person or people 
seeking support from a foreign power would be charged 
for treason. 


The president also said that the government was going to 
be strict on NGO’s [nongovernmental organizations] 
operating in the country that participated in politics of 
this country. 


On the amendment of the country’s Constitution, Pres- 
ident Moi said that the best constitution was that which 
sought harmonious co-existence of its people and not 
that where people allocated themselves positions. 


President Moi told the Luo community not to accept to be 
misled by opposition politician, Raila Odinga, to think 
that leadership was only found through coups and guerrilla 
fighting. He said if the opposition wanted democracy, then 
it should not be that of killing of innocent wananchi and 
other atrocities. The president said that Raila Odinga 
should learn leadership which was not confrontational and 
violent if ever he hoped to ascend to highest leadership in 


politics. [passage omitted] 


Alleged Guerrillas Attack Police Headquarters 


EA1303193795 Nairobi KNA in English 1615 GMT 
13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Bungoma, 13 Mar (KNA)— 
An estimated 200 people suspected to be members of the 
February Eighteen Resistance Army (FERA) this 
morning staged a daring attack on the Sirisia divisional 
headquarters, shot dead two administration policemen 
and escaped with 13 rifles, one of which was an auto- 
matic machine gun. The suspected guerrillas, who 
“ruled” the divisional headquarters and market for over 
three hours, also escaped with 1,300 rounds of ammuni- 
tion from the district officer’s armoury which they broke 
into during the attack. 


The Western Province P.C., [provincial commissioner] 
Mr. Mohamed Yusuf Haji, who was accompanied by the 
entire provincial security committee, visited the scene 
and confirmed the incident to the Kenya News Agency 
(KNA). [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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One A.P. [administration policeman] was shot dead as 
he tried to leave his house and another was shot in a 
coffee plantation during a heavy exchange of gunfire. 


[passage omitted] 


While leaving the D.O.’s [district officer] compound, the 
gangsters left leaflets which were hung on trees and 
vehicles with the message that FERA’s struggle to oust 
the Kenya Government by all means is still continuing 
despite the absence of “Brigadier” John Odongo and 
Patrick Wangamati and the group will fight to free its 
members who have been jailed for being involved in the 
guerrilla movement. The leaflets were signed Brig. 
Augustine Simba. [passage omitted] 


Some Border Posts Sealed Off 


EA1403114395 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
English 1000 GMT 14 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kenyan security forces have 
sealed some Kenya-Uganda border points in pursuit of the 
February 18 Resistance Army operatives who un Sunday 
{12 March] night raided Sirisia Division headquarters, 
killing two administration police officers, before stealing 
13 guns, and 1,300 rounds of ammunition. 


The Western Provincial Commissioner, Yusuf Haji, 
however, told KTN in his office today that no arrests 
have been made but that a joint operation of security 
forces was under way, adding that it was strange that the 
raiders had penetrated over 80 km from the border to 
raid the divisional center. Haji said that potential entry 
points were being monitored closely, adding that the 
incident did not worry the government, as it had the 
capacity to repulse such moves. 


An estimated gang of about 200 armed men raided the 
divisional headquarters, where they killed the officer 
before allegedly disappearing into Uganda. The incid- nt 
is said to have taken place at about 0330 on Sunday. The 
government blamed the attack on the alleged guerrilla 
group the February 18 Resistance Movement, led by 
self-styled leader Brig. John Odongo. The attackers left 
leaflets behind saying they will unleash more terror until 
their jailed colleagues are set free. 


Security Officials Deny Troop Mobilization 
EA1003194995 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
Eiiglish 1800 GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kenyan security officials have 
refuted reports from Uganda alleging a major military 
mobilization by Kenyan troops along the Kenya-Uganda 
border. They termed operations at the border as routine 
deployment at border posts. 


Earlier, reports from Uganda indicated that there had 
been major military operations around Mount Elgon 
area, adding that some weapons were being smuggled 
from the interior of Uganda to the border. The reports 
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had also alleged that the deployment was suspected to be 
in connection with the activities of the so-called Briga- 
dier John Odongo. 


Opposition Claims Guerrilla Movement 
‘Imaginary’ 


AB1203155895 Paris AFP in English 0745 GMT 
12 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Nairobi, March 12 (AFP)— 
Members of Kenya’s ruling party are burning effigies of an 
alleged guerrilla leader, but critics and opposition leader. 
here maintain the rebel movement .s “imaginary.” 


Officials of the opposition Forum for the Restoration of 
Democracy-Kenya (FORD-K) party on Saturday [11 
March] denied the existence of the guerrilla group and 
said it was pointless for the government to link the 
opposition with it. FORD-K officials, led by national 
chairman and official opposition leader in parliament, 
William Kijana Wamalwa, told a large rally at the 
holiday resort of Lamu in the Indian Ocear coast that 
the party “had leaders who knew how to capture power 
through the ballot and not through the gun.” 


Wamalwa told the rally that innocent Kenyans were 
being persecuted for no valid reasons over the guerrilla 
issue. “The ruling Kenya African National Union 
(KANU) government has failed to understand the 
meaning of democracy and that is why it has invented 
the issue of guerrillas,” he said. 


Kenyan authorities claim that the February 18 Move- 
ment (FEM) and its alleged leader, “Brigadier” John 
Odongo, were conspiring to overthrow the regime of 
President Daniel arap Moi. [passage omitted] 


The ruling party has continued to hold demonstrations, 
burning effigies of Odongo in several parts of the country 
and accusing the opposition of involvement. 


Opposition groups have maintained that the whole affair 
has been made up by the government to divert attention 
from economic and political woes, and as a prelude to a 
possible ban on opposition parties in order to return 
Kenya to a one-party system. 


On March 3, Kenyan human rights groups also joined 
the fray and accused the government of waging an 
intimidation campaign—including a series of fire- 
bombings—against its critics. 

Willy Mutunga, chairman of the Law Society of Kenya, 
told a press conference that suspected policemen had 
fire-bombed offices of the Legal Advice Centre and the 
Human Rights Commission three times in the previous 
two weeks, and that the human rights groups “suspected 
the wave of intimidations to be part of the government’s 
strategy to instill a culture of fear in the country.” He 
said the government planned to blame the mounting 
violence on what he called an “imaginary guerrilla 
group, the February 18 Movement.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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The protest by the human rights groups followed the 
banning a week earlier of thec Roman Catholic monthly 
Inooro (Sharpener) for publishing articles accusing the 
government of human rights abuses. 


Earlier the authorities had banned two private non- 
governmental organisations in what critics said showed a 
growing intollerance of criticism by Moi’s government. 


The outlawed groups were the Mwangaza Trust headed 
by opposition MP Paul Muite and Clarion, a law 
research body led by Nairobi University law professor 
Kivutha Kibwana. 


Clarion had published a report alleging widespread high- 
level corruption in Kenya. 


Demonstrators in Mombasa Denounce Odongo 


EA1103171895 Nairobi KNA in English 1200 GMT 
1] Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Mombasa, |! Mar (KNA)}— 
Wananchi [citizens] in Mombasa, led by Mombasa branch 
KANU [Kenya African National Union] chairman Mr. 
Shariff Nassir and other KANU leaders, today pounced 
into the streets in one of the biggest demonstrations against 
the plot to overthrow the government by the FERA [Feb- 
ruary 18 Resistance Army] movement led by its self-styled 
leader, Brigadier John Odongo. 


An estimated 20,000 people walked along Jomo Ken- 
yatta Avenue to Mvita grounds where Brig. Odongo’s 
effigy was burnt by the Mombasa branch KANU 
chairman, Mr. Shariff Nassir. The wananchi carrying 
placards praising KANU and President Moi broke down 
into dance and song condemning Odongo and his sup- 


porters. [passage omitted] 


The KANU leaders at the meeting called on the Kenya 
Government to review its relations with her Ugandan 
counterpart after it declined to repatriate Odongo to 
Kenya. They observed that the Ugandan Government 
has benefited a lot from the Government of Kenya and 
expressed disappointment that the former has failed to 
honor the favor bestowed on them by Kenya. 


Addressing the huge gathering at Mvita, Mr. Shariff 
Nassir vowed that KANU leaders will still pursue the 
repatriation of Odongo from Ghana to Kenya in order 
for him to face treason charges. The KANU chairman 
stressed on unity among all Kenyans and urged all the 
wananchi to reject leaders who promote tribal feeling 
among them. 


The KANU chairman, who is also the assistant minister 
for information and broadcasting, warned civil servants 
against sympathizing with members of the opposition to 
destabilize the government. He cautioned against those 
working at the Immigration Department against dis- 
crimination people on religious lines when issuing pass- 
ports, noting that all Kenyans must enjoy their constitu- 
tional rights. 
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Saitoti To Appear in Court on Theft Charges 


EA1003204095 Nairobi KNA in English 1540 GMT 
10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 10 Mar (KNA)—The 
Nairobi chief magistrate Mrs. Uniter Kidullah today 
issued summons for the vice president Professor George 
Saitoti to appear in court on 28th March to answer 
criminal prosecution charges filed against him for alleged 
theft of over 18 billion shillings from the government. 


Mrs. Kidullah directed that the summons against Pro- 
fessor Saitoti, who is also the minister for planning, and 
six others, among them former Central Bank governor 
Mr. Eric Kotut, to be effected by the commissioner of 
police. At the same time, Mrs. Kidullah allowed the 
Attorney General’s Office to appear in the proceedings 
as an amicus curiae (friend of the court) following a 
successful application by the deputy public prosecutor 
Mr. Bernard Chunga. 


The private prosecutions against the vice president and 
the others were instituted yesterday by the [opposition] 
FORD [Forum for the Restoration of Democracy]- 
Kenya Langata MP Mr. Raila Odinga through his lawyer 
Mr. Otieno Kajwang. 


Charged jointly with Professor Saitoti and Kotut are two 
former permanent secretaries in the Ministry of Finance, 
Mr. Charles Mbindyo and Dr. Wilfred Karuga Koin- 
ange, the commissioner for mines and geology Mr. 
Collins Owayo, his customs and excise counterpart Mr. 
Francis Chelelgo Cheruiyot, billionaire businessman 
Kamlesh Pattni and his company, Goldenberg Interna- 
tional Ltd. 


Armed Bandits Target Tourists in National Park 


AB1103201095 Paris AFP in English 0943 GMT 
11 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, March 11 (AFP)— 
About twenty armed bandits attacked and robbed a 
group of around 30 Italian and German tourists travel- 
ling in mini-buses in the Tsavo national park in eastern 
Kenya, press reports here said Saturday [11 March]. 


Kenyan Wildlife Service Director David Western said 
no tourists had been hurt in Friday’s attack. 


A manhunt using a plane and Kenyan army troops was 
launched to find the attackers. 


The attack happened around 6.30 a.m. in Kulalu, 80 
kilometres (50 miles) from the coastal resort of Malindi, 
when the tourists, travelling in a convoy of six mini- 
buses, arrived in the park for a safari. 


The bandits halted the convoy and forced the passengers 
to hand over money, cameras and other valuables. 


“‘We very much regret the alarm and inconvenience the 
visitors have suffered but are above all reassured that 
none of them was hurt,” Western said. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Electoral Commission Creates New Constituencies 


EA1203152895 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
English 1800 GMT 11 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The electoral commission will 
create 22 more constituencies before the next general 
elections, the commission’s chairman Zachaeus Chesoni 
has announced. 


Speaking during the ongoing African Democracy Net- 
work Conference in Mombasa today, Chesoni said 
modalities were already being worked out to ensure that 
everything was in place before 1997. He said it would 
cost the commission 30 million shillings to draw up a 
map and a further 70 million shillings to review the 
boundaries. 


At the same time, Chesoni said members of Parliament 
should amend the law to allow the commission to create 
more boundaries adding that it was time the commission 
got more powers than it already has. The exercise, 
Chesoni added, would increase the constituencies from 
188 to 210. 


Somalia 


SNA Alleges Unosom Continues To Interfere 


EA1303202595 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 1700 GMT 
13 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A spokesman for the Somali 
National Alliance, SNA, has said foreign interference in 
Somalia has generally ended following UN Operation in 
Somalia [Unosom]’s failure in the country and the 
worid’s realization that Somali affairs should be left to 
the Somalis. 


The spokesman went on to say that, since the foreign 
interference in Somalia’s affairs came to an end, tangible 
progress has been made in the political and security 
fields. He said foreigners made a lot of fuss in their 
predictions that once UN troops completed their with- 
drawal from the country a civil war would start, air and 
sea ports being the main centers of fighting. 


The predictions, the spokesman said, were proved wrong 
by the Somali people who realized the importance of 
peace and stability, and that foreigners were the cause of 
the problems and conflicts among them. 


Unfortunately, the spokesman said, Unosom, which left 
the country, was still continuing to interfere in Somali 
affairs from outside. The body’s naked interfere: .ce 
could best be represented by its invitations to Somalis, 
such as district and regional administrators for training 
outside the country. He said Unosom had failed to carry 
out its designs in the country by forming district and 
regional councils because the Somali people and justice 
fighters rejected them. 
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We, therefore, the spokesman said, appeal to Unosom to 
desist from interfering in Somali affairs. He said we also 
appeal to the world to note and do something about 
Unosom’s continued interference. The SNA spokesman 
concluded by calling on the Somali people to beware of 
Unosom’s conspiracies against the country and its 


people. 


Aidid Addresses Security Forces at Afizione 


EA1303161595 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 0440 GMT 
13 Mar 95 


{[FBiS Translated Text] The chairman of the SNA 
{Somali National Alliance] and the USC [United Somali 
Congress], Mr. Mohained Farah Aidid, held talks yes- 
terday with security forces at Afizione. 


Addressing security personnel, Chairman Aidid said the 
Somali people had waged a relentless struggle to rid 
themselves of an oppressive regime which was responsible 
for the many woes currently afflicting the country, and it 
was the responsibility of all able-bodied Somalis to work 
hard to put the country back on its feet. He said that since 
we have succeeded in overcoming the treacherous 
intrigues of foreigners masquerading as peacekeepers, we 
must also ensure the complete success of the recently 
concluded joint peace plan signed by the two groups. 


He said the reopening and smooth operation of Mogad- 
ishu port should be hailed by Somalis, and added that 
the airport would open soon. He expressed the hope that 
its reopening would aiso be successful. 


Chairman Aidid said the time had come for all Somalis 
to behave responsibly, and that the security forces should 
now be seen as Somali security forces which were 
required to maintain security for their people and 
country. They should familiarize themselves with the 
new orders concerning their work. Chairman Aidid 
stressed to the men and officers of the security forces that 
they should cooperate and set an example. He also 
emphasized the need to have a united government 
throughout the country as well as in Mogadishu. 


Citizens Pledge To Cooperate With Security 


EA1303161095 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 0440 GMT 
13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Members of the Somali security 
forces paraded through the streets of Mogadishu yes- 
terday to show their solidarity. Taking part in the parade 
were units on the force charged with maintaining secu- 
rity at the port of Mogadishu. The local people cheered 
the security forces during the parade and pledged to 
cooperate with them to maintain security in the port and 
other areas in the city. 
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Buthelezi Asks King To Call National Gathering 


MB1203 134095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1315 
GMT 12 Mar 95 


[Report by Greg Arde} 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban March 12 SAPA— 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] President Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi on Sunday called on his estranged nephew 
King Goodwill Zwelithini to order a Zulu national 
gathering within two months to plot the way forward to 
the * restoration” of his kingdom. 


Mr Buthelezi, speaking in his capacity as head of the 
KwaZulu/Natal House of Traditional Leaders, issued a 
veiled threat to the monarch during his address at an 
“imbizo” (Zulu national gathering) in Umlazi, south of 
Durban. Thousands of supporters flocked to the King Good- 
will Stadium, a venue ironically named after the monarch 
whose actions the gathering sought to discuss. Mr Buthelezi 
said King Zwelithini was loved by his subjects and ought to 
lead the fight for the restoration of his kingdom of Kwa- 
Zulu/Natal, but, the IFP leader added, if the monarch failed 
to call the imbizo it would be held anyway. 


Mr Buthelezi said central government attempts to inter- 
fere in the affairs of the Zulu nation had succeeded in 
isolating the king from his subjects. The restoration of 
the kingdom, he said, meant the province should be 
empowered with sufficient autonomy to ensure Zulu 
self-determination. Mr Buthelezi reiterated allegations 
that the African National Congress-led central govern- 
ment had attempted to undermine the rights of the 
“democratically elected” IFP-led regional government to 
deal with the most sensitive aspects of Zulu life. Central 
government dealing direct with the king and the king’s 
reluctance to meet the provincial government was an 
example of “‘the sort of interference which attempted to 
divide the nation”. Mr Buthelezi lashed out at sugges- 
tions that central government pay the salaries of the 
chiefs and the expenses of King Zwelithini. The IFP 
leader said the chiefs were trying to pave the way to allow 
the king to return from “spiritual exile” to his people. 


Mr Buthelezi, referring to the king’s concern about an 
escalation of violence because of Sunday’s imbizo and 
alleged plans to dethrone him, said these fears were 
groundless. Mr Buthelezi said the king’s actions showed 
he seemed to be responding to the directives of the ANC 
rather than the demands of the provincial government. 
The IFP leader said his supporters should “humbly, but 
firmly” implore the king to convene another imbizo to 
discuss the “restoration of his kingdom”, and also to 
ensure the monarch led the struggle so that his successors 
could reign for generations to come. 


Before Mr Buthelezi began his address the main road 
running through Umlazi was jam-packed with buses 
ferrying supporters to the rally. Thousands more, many 
carrying traditional weapons, massed at the stadium. 
Earlier, an eyewitness said a few shots had been fired but 
police initially said there were no serious incidents. King 
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Goodwill Zwelithini did not attend because of his rift 
with the provincial government. He earlier distanced 
himself from the event. 


Royal Council Rejects Ultimatum 


MB1403 134695 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
14 Mar 95 p 1 


{Report by political correspondent Mondli Makhanya] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 
president Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s unprecedented 
ultimatum to Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini is snow- 
balling into a major dispute. 


Buthelezi has called on the king to convene an imbizo 
(national gathering) of Zulus before May 12 io plot the 
way to “a restoration of his kingdom”. 


If he fails to do so, KwaZulu/Natal Premier Dr Frank 
Mdlalose will be called upon to convene an imbizo at 
which a decision on the future of the monarchy will be 
taken. 


Yesterday the Zulu Royal Council—which reliable 
sources said was planning to get a court interdict against 
the IFP—rejected Buthelezi’s ultimatum and challenged 
the IFP to carry out the threat to dethrone him. 


ANC MP Prince Mcwayizeni Zulu, the most senior royal 
family member, said it would be against both traditional 
and modern law for anyone to remove the king from 
office. 


“The amakhosi [chiefs] do not rule the king. The king 
was put in his position by the royal family and not (by) 
the amakhosi, so nobody in the world has the right to 
dethrone him.” 


He accused some members of the royal house of con- 
niving with Buthelezi to remove the king from his 
position. 


“There are certain members of the royal house who are 
playing around with the king. Let them carry out the act 
and we will see what the consequences will be,” said 
Zulu. 


ANC KwaZuluw/Natal spokesman Dumisani Makhaye 
also condemned Buthelezi’s ultimatum, charging that it 
confirmed that the main aim of Sunday’s rally was to 
plot the removal of the monarch. 


The ANC has called on the Government to discipline 
Buthelezi, who used the occasion to publicly criticise the 
Government of National Unity [GNU] of which he is 
member. The Home Affairs Minister had used the plat- 
form to slam the GNU for “meddling in Zulu affairs”. 


A senior ANC provincial MP said yesterday the squabble 
over the monarchy was fast deteriorating into an open 
conflict and that this bode ill for peace in the province. 
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“Peopic arc siarting to take sides, and anyone can 
imagine what ca: happen when people are so divided 
over something as important and symbolic as a king,” 
said the MP. 


KwaZulu/Natal government spokesman Thembinkosi 
Memela confirmed yesterday thai the May imbizo would 
probably make a final decision on the fate of the Zulu 
monarchy and King Goodwill Zwelithini 


“We are waiting for the king’s response to our call. We 
want to hear what he says and from there we will take 
further steps. The amakhosi want the king t) come out 
clearly and say where he siands in relation to his people.” 


Yesterday Mdlalose was seeking an urgent meeting with 
the king to officially relay the ultimatum to him. 


IFP sources have denied they were planning to dethrone 
Zwelithini, but said if th: were to happen the amakhosi 
would be behind such moves. 


Zulu King Initiates Court Action Against Premier 


MB1403122595 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 14 Mar 95 p 2 


[Report by Farouk Chothia] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban—King Goodwill Zwe- 
lithini had instituted a Supreme Court action against 
KwaZulu/Natal premier Frank Mdlalose in a bid to have 
the House of Traditional Leaders declared unconstitu- 
tional, a source close to the monarch said yesterday. 


This came as Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] secretary- 
general Ziba Jiyane said the party would push for a 
provincial constitution which brought the Zulu king 
under the control of the province’s Inkatha-led cabinet. 


The source said Zwelithini had launched the action as he 
believed the House was the root of the conflict between 
himself and the provincial cabinet. The sheriff of the 
court was to file papers with the State attorney yesterday 
or today, citing Mdlalose and traditional affairs minister 
Nyanga Ngubane as respondents. 


Zwelithini believed that rather than respond to ultima- 
tums set by Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi, he 
should challenge the “root cause” of the problem in 
court, averting a rise in tension at grassroots level. He 
felt the House was being used to “justify actions” 
intended to spark tension and to undermine him. The 
House—which “turns him into merely a chief’—had no 
legal standing as Zwelithini had not oeen consulted 
before its formation, the source said. 


Buthelezi, at a rally on Sunday called on the king to take 
the post of constitutional monarch within two months or 
risk seeing the provincial government taking steps to 
restore the Zulu kingdom. 


Jiyane said the party envisaged a constitution which 
would see Zwelithini “abiding by the constitution and 
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accepting the democratic decisions of elected govern- 
ment officials” on political matters, as did other consti- 
tutional n:onarchies across the world. 


“The king could be asked to speak on behalf of the 
KwaZulu/Natal government on self-determination 
because that is a weighty matter. The constitution- 
making process may be an opportunity for the king and 
his cabinet to establish a smooth working relationship,” 
Jiyane said. 


If Zwelithini chose to be exiled, the constitution would 
be drafted without him and a vacuum would exist in the 
Zulu kingdom. However, he would not be dethroned. 


Yesterday the ANC’s KwaZulu/ Natal region called for 
disciplinary action against Buthelezi over his “vicious 
attack” on government at the rally. Buthelezi had said 
central government actions, “orchestrated at the biggest 
level of the ANC” were intended to destabilise the kingdom. 


Mandela Addresses Local Elections Summit 


MB1403093595 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 0824 GMT 14 Mar 95 


[Speech by President Nelson Mandela at the local gov- 
ernment elections summit in Kempton Park on 14 
March—live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Honorable ministers, premiers 
of our provinces, representatives of local government 
structures, members of the diplomatic corps, distin- 
guished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


The other day I was addressing ai audience in Cape 
Town, and I told them an incident which disturbed me 
very much. I went to the Eastern Transvaal and visited a 
well-known lawyer. As I entered the building I came 
across two ladies and they said to me: “What are you 
doing here; you don’t stay here.”” And pointing to the TV 
set, they said that is where you stay. [laughter from 
audience]. I naturally got worried, because that gave the 
impression that I’m far away from the people. Perhaps 
my involvement in this meeting will correct that impres- 
sion, and I hope the young ladies will know that I have 
participated in this conference. 


The sheer size of this conference, and the weight of 
structures of government and civil society represented 
here, speak of the seriousness and the urgency of the 
challenge we have come here to address. 


The historic task of building democracy in our country is 
half done. How it is completed depends in large measure 
on this conference and its follow-up. . 


The triumph of last year’s elections ushered in a truly 
democratic national framework. Elected provincial gov- 
ernment’s have since acquired many of the powers they 
need to serve the people of their provinces. The culture 
of human rights is being deepened through the establish- 
ment of such institutions as the Constitutional Court and 
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through the Consti.utional Assembly’s work in writing a 
permanent democratic Constitution. 


But still there are no democratically elected local author- 
ities through which communities can address their 
needs. 


The central challenge facing our country today is to 
complete the process started in April last year. We must 
create legitimate and efficient democratic local govern- 
ment. We must now work to bring democracy to our 
door-steps and put government in the hands of the 
people. The local elections will cement the new demo- 
cratic order that we have fought for. 


The ground work for the launching of elected authorities 
has been laid. Through negotiation in inclusive forums, 
the old illegitimate councils have been replaced with 
interim non-racial, appointed councils which will run 
communities and towns in the run up to the elections, 
and prepare for the elections themselves. When this first 
step is completed, we are ready to hold elections for new, 
fully representative local governments. 


It is natural, given our past, that there is for many of our 
people a great distance between them and local author- 
ities. Local government was used as an instrument of 
control and oppression, the front-line in the administra- 
tion of apartheid, ranged against the communities’ own 
organisations. 


We need legitimate local government working together 
with civil society in order to address the pressing needs of 
communities. The experience of the past nine mcnths has 
shown that the absence of legitimate local government is 
the most serious obstacle to socioeconomic change and 


especially to any systematic implementation cf the RDP 
[Reconstruction and Development Program]. 


It is also at the local level that we have to deal system- 
atically with the deracialization of our divided society 
and the normalization sf the social fabric of our com- 
munities. 


National and provincial policies and programmes will 
remain merely good intentions without active, RDP- 
oriented and democratic local government. You do not 
build schools, clinics, houses from the union building in 
Pretoria. You do not provide water, electricity, sewerage 
and refuse removal from the buildings of Parliament. 


These things must happen where our people live out 
their daily lives. Problems of crime, police-community 
relations, day-to-day matters in education, housing ser- 
vices, roads, sporting facilities and other amenities—all 
these and many more can only be properly handled at 
local government level. 


The crisis of legitimacy in local government has crippled 
many of our communities, with poor quality of services 
or their complete collapse in many areas. National and 
provincial governments are expected to provic~ these 
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services, but cannot do so without the help and cooper- 
2*1on of local government. To improve the conditions 
under which people live, therefore, we need democratic 
local councils. 


Let us make absolutely clear, however, that starting to 
improve conditions and services is not something which 
can be deferred until after the elections. The process of 
democratization is now irreversible and all communities 
should be ready to embrace local government as their 
own. But local government must play its part. 


When we call on everyone, through the Masakhane 
{mutual construction] campaign, to pay for the houses 
and services they receive, that implies a commitment on 
the part of government. It is a challenge that all transi- 
tional local structures should take up as a matter of 
urgency. To complete the democratization of our 
country and to empower local communities to aridress 
the socioeconomic questions affecting them, we must 
work all together to buiid local democracy. 


It is absolutely vital that all voters take part in these first 
democratic local government elections ever in the history 
of this country. And for that to happen voters must first be 
registered, since no one can vote unless their name is on 
the voters’ roll. The first and most important step, there- 
fore, is to ensure that all our voters are registered. 


The voters’ rolls now being compiled are new, non-racial 
voters’ rolls. This means that everybody needs to register 
afresh, including those who were registered on the 
voters’ rolls of the old South Africa. People have asked 
why they have to register their names and reveal their 
addresses for government files somewhere. The answer is 
straightforward. 


Firstly, a voters’ roll will ensure genuine local democracy 
by only allowing those who live in an area or pay 
municipal charges there to vote in that area. Only people 
with a direct interest in an area can vote there. 


Secondly, a voters’ roll means you can ensure that 
elected representatives of an area are from that area. 
Representatives can be held locally accountable and will 
be sensitive to local issues. 


Thirdly, a voters’ roll stops people voting twice. Once 
somebody has voted, their name is crossed off and they 
cannot vote again in the same election. 


Lastly, voters’ rolls help to plan for elections, to make 
sure there are enough polling stations in the right places. 


The voters’ rolls are, therefore, necessary only to assist in 
planning the elections and ensuring genuine loca! democ- 
racy. There is no danger at all that the voters’ rolls will be 
used by government for devious purposes. This is out of 
the question. They are required only for the reasons I have 
mentioned. The rolls cannot be used to tell how any person 
voted. Each person’s vote remains their secret. 


The last day for registration is 28 April 1995. We say to 
the voters: Time is running out. Make sure that you do 
not miss out on your chance to help bring democracy to 
your community. 
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It is no secret that the pace of registration is slow. This 
has led to some speculation that there will be a delay in 
the registration process or even of the elections. Let me 
say now, and in categorical terms: The government is 
determined not to delay the democratization of local 
government. [applause] The country and our people 
cannot afford this. 


To focus the collective energies of the country, the 
government has committed itself to do everything in its 
power to ensure that we have local government elections 
on Wednesday, | November 1995. There will be elec- 
tions on that day for local governments throughout the 
country. from the large metropolitan areas to the rural 
villages. Given the importance of this day for the democ- 
ratization of our country, the government is examinin¢ 
the possibility of making it a special national pub! 
holiday. This wiil give people time to vote, and it w. 
free up schools, creches, courtrooms, and other venues tu 
be used as polling stations. It will relieve the security 
forces from their normal duties se that they can assist 
with the elections. 


The challenge of these electicns cannot be met by gov- 
ernment alone. It requires a national patriotic effort, a 
partnership which stretches from government, political 
parties, businesses, trade unions, and NGO's [nongov- 
ernmental organization] to the stokfels [savings clubs in 
the black community], burial societies, and every home 
in the country. 


Every organisation or person with influcnce in their com- 
munity should muster their resources and go out into the 
communities, in the cities, towns, and villages, from the 
suburbs to the farms. Teachers, religious and traditional 
leaders, and other community leaders all have a special 
role to play in ensuring that every citizen is able to exercise 
their democratic right. Let us remember that the future of 
South Africa’s democracy depends on this collective 
national effort to ensure the success of the local govern- 
ment elections on | November this year. 


Those of you at this summit have a special responsibility 
to give leadership ia tis historic process. It is a respon- 
sibility which embraces the registration process and 
administration preparations for the elections, as well as 
immediate steps to restore confidence in local govern- 
ment. It includes taking whatever steps are needed to 
ensure the conditions for free and fair elections. 


{In Afrikaans] Let us register now and vote on | 
November to bring democracy and services home, and to 
allow the RDP to work. 


{In English] Let us bring democracy and services to our 
communities and let us make the RDP work by regis- 
tering now and voting on 1 November. 


May I now then ask for an excuse. I regret but I have to 
leave immediately because I have another engagement 
elsewhere which I could not postpone. I would have liked 
to remain here for the duration of the conference because 
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it is important to hear the observations that are going to 
be made here, not only by the speakers on the program, 
but even equally important from the floor, and to miss 
such contributions is a great disadvantage. But this 
meeting, this summit, was fixed after 1 had already 
arranged this engagement and try as I could, I couldn't 
postpone it, and therefore I hope you will all excuse me 
for leaving. I thank you. [applause] 


Meyer Says 5 Percent Registered for Liections 


MB1303123995 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 1100 GMT 13 Mar 95 


"IS Transcribed Text] Provincial Affairs Minister 
oc’) Meyer says that only about 5 percent of South 
A:r can voters have registered so far for the coming local 
gc ernment elections, and a major effort is needed to 

‘ost the process. 


Mr. Meyer told a media briefing in Cape Town that 
tomorrow’s summit meeting in Kempton Park could be 
seen as the first major kick start for the local elections. 
President Mandela would be the keynote speaker, with 
Deputy President F.W. de Klerk and Home Affairs Min- 
istex Mangosuthu Buthelezi also expected to address the 
meeting. Mr. Meyer said it was important to make sub- 
siantial progress with the registration process over the n: «t 
six weeks in order to hold the election as planned. 


Reaffirms Date for Elections 


MB1303141895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1258 
GMT 13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Mar 13 SAPA— 
The government was adamant that local governnent 
elections would take piace by the end of October, Pro- 
vincial Affairs and Constitutional Development Min- 
ister Ruelf Meyer said on Monday. But, he warned that 
inadequate registration of voters would place a question 
mark over the legitimacy of the poll. 


Mr Meyer was speaking at a media briefing on Tuesday’s 
top-level summit at Kempton Park, which is aimed at 
boosting the election’s profile. He appealed to all role- 
players—especially the business community—to do their 
utmost to facilitate the registration process in the 
remaining six weeks. Businessmen should encourage 
their workers te register. The voters’ roll being compiled 
would form the basis of future elections. South Africa 
would never again have an election without a voters’ roll. 


Mr Meyer said an important plus factor for the regisira- 
tion process was that all local authorities, including 
traditional leaders, had come out in favour of it. 


The keynote speaker at Tuesday’s summit at the World 
Trade Centre w‘ll be President Nelson Mandela. Deputy 
President F W de Klerk and Home Affairs Minister and 
Inkatha Freedom Party leader Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi will also address the gathering. 
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The nine provincial premiers, local government MECs 
[member of the Executive Council] and representatives 
of local government structures from all over South Africa 
will be among about 700 delegates to the summit, which 
will be held from 10AM to 3PM. 


‘Poor’ Response Seen in Voter Registration 


MB1003 141695 Johannesburg NEW NATION in 
English 10-16 Mar 95 p 2 


[Report by Linkie Bahula] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] With less than two months left 
for voter registration, the number of potential voters 
registering daily will have to increase dramatically in 
order to meet the April 27 deadline date. 


Although the nationwide local government elections 
only take place in October, voter’s rolls have to be 
compiled early. 


Of the country’s nine provinces, NEW NATION this 
week surveyed eight. KwaZulu/Natal was unable to 
respond to our enquiries at the time of going to press. A 
snap survey of the eight provinces revealed a disturbing 
picture of poor public response to registration. 


The highest tally of over 41 percent registration was in the 
Eastern 1 ransvaal, followed by Northern Transvaal with 
over 30 percent and Western Cape with over 18 percent. 


The remaining provinces showed a dismal under 10 
percent registration as follows—9.3 to the [Orange] Free 
State, 8.89 in the North-West, 7.55 to the Northern 
Cape, 4.03 in Gauteng and 1.93 in the Eastern Cape. 


This is how the eight stood: 
Estimated voters Registered voters Percentage: 
7,849,558 316,404 4.03 Gauteng: 
3,549,646 68,740 1.93 E-Cape: 
2,100,000 186,873 8.89 N-West: 
1,800,000 $50,000 30.5 N-TvI: 
1,733,567 315,463 18.2 W-Cape: 
1,642,770 681,846 41.5 E-Tvi: 
1,600,000 148,800 9.3 Free: 
583,198 44,031 7.55 N-Cape 


However, Vic Milne, co-ordinator of the National Elec- 
tion Task Team, told NEW NATION that the current 
statistics showed an increase in the number of people 
registering in various metropolitan and rural areas. 


He said that a summit will be held next week at the 
World Trade Centre, Kempton Park, to address a wide 
range of topics relating to the local government elections. 
President Nelson Mandela will attend to encourage 
people to start taking up the responsibility of registering 
for local elections. 
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Milne warned that it was the responsibility of each local 
authority as well as individuals to speed up the registra- 
tion process. 


“We cannot afford to shift the election date. So much has 
already been done at ground level in order to ensure that 
we are ready for the October date. Many structures have 
already been set up to facilitate the registration process 
and to carry out voter education. [no closing quotation 
marks as published] 


Meanwhile the African National Congress to Gauteng 
has com:nitted itself to registering at least 600,000 
people in the province per week. At a news conference in 
Johannesburg on Thursday, the ANC region said statis- 
tics indicated that the majority of Gauteng’s estimated 
6.5-million voters, who had already registered in urban 
areas, were white. 


Increase in Identity Card Applications Noted 


MB1303171195 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
13 Mar 95 p 7 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] As the April 28 deadline for the 
registration of voters for the October local government 
elections approaches, the Department of Home Affairs 
has reported a big jump in identity document applica- 
tions this year. Eight regions started their 90 day regis- 
tration period on January 27 with KwaZulu/Natal fol- 
lowing a week later. 


In reply to questions from The Star, the department said 
there had been a 20 percent increase in first-time applica- 
tions for identity documents in February. It reported that 
the number of applications rose from 94,535 in January to 
114,040 last month. There had been a 32 percent increase 
in applications for re-issued identity documents. In Jan- 
uary, 92,965 applications were received as opposed to the 
123,425 applications handed in last month. 


No figures are available for March. 


“No problems concerning the acceptability of identity 
documents are being experienced at this stage since all 
existing identity documents are acceptable for voting 
purposes in the forth coming local government election,” 
said the department statement. 


Viljoen Said Favorably Received Among Blacks 


MB1303191295 Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
12 Mar 95 p 4 


[Report by Ronnie Makhari] 


[FBIS Translated Text] A positive image of Freedom 
Front leader Constand Viljoen is gradually developing 
among blacks, even though his party does not have any 
black members. 


It has become fashionable within the black community to 
talk politics, and those people who try to make sophisti- 
cated analyses talk eagerly about the abilities of today’s 
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political leaders. Very often they talk about General Con- 
stand Viljoen. The people refer to him by his Defense 
Force nickname, Stripe of Dust, and use it to explain how 
they feel about him. It has been said that while he was 
general in the Defense Force, he moved so swiftly that 
anyone following had to run behind the stripe of dust. 


A journalist has written that General Viljoen had quickly 
come to understand the feelings and hopes of right 
wingers ‘“‘and led them with amazing speed and compe- 
tence into the national political debate.” 


Even his view regarding the Truth Commission has 
elicited favorable comments. People point to his three- 
point approach: That the National Assembly, the Senate, 
and the provincial legislatures had to deliberate at length 
about the destructive roles of apartheid and the antia- 
partheid struggle, and then bury them; that he accepted 
responsibility for what the Defense Force did under h's 
leadership; and that he has challenged fellow leaders 10 
do likewise about their share of the responsibility. 


A Soweto black businessman describes these as “‘charac- 
teristics of a true leader whose services to South Africa 
were indispensable.” 


It is also said that the extreme left wing had previously 
criticized him and called him a racist, a political hawk, 
and a man who believed in separation; but that he had 
brought his Afrikaner supporters into the negotiations. 
He has also been labelled a “Kaffir-sympathizer and a 
traitor to the Afrikaner nation” by right-wing extremists, 
but that in reality he was trying to create opportunities 
for Afrikaner farmers through, for instance, his proposed 
farming plan in Mozambique. 


At the same time he was trying to create job opportuni- 
ties in Mozambique to stem the flow of millions of 
Mozambicans who come to South Africa in search of 
food and work. 


It has also been said that Gen. Viljoen acted in his 
characteristic swift manner to assist the RDP [Recon- 
struction and Development Program]. 


A young black attorney said: “This man makes the 
important politicians of the day look like dwarfs. Min- 
ister Jay Naidoo and other political heavyweights only 
render lip service to the RDP, but Gen. Viljoen does 
something practical.” 


An elderly Soweto resident admits that Gen. Viljoen 
impressed him, “because he realized that we have not 
been delivered to the mercy of the Afrikaners, while the 
Afrikaners were also not delivered to our mercy.” The 
old man felt that Gen. Viljoen knew that we all had to 
cooperate for the sake of the generations after us. 


Many blacks remarked to me that Gen. Viljoen had 
played a big part in averting a civil war in South Africa. 
There is a feeling among blacks that Gen. Viljoen the 
“hawk” had now become a “dove” and a true patriot. 
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Police Raid Gold Mines, Seize Weapons, Drugs 


MB1103190595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1743 
GMT I] Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 11 
SAPA—Police swooped on violence-torn Deelkraal gold 
mine, west of Johannesburg, on Saturday and seized 
lorry-loads of dangerous weapons, explosives and 
ammunition days after six people were killed and more 
than 100 injured in factional clashes this week. 


North West Safety and Security MEC [member of the 
Executive Council] Satish Roopa reported no arrests in 
the search and seizure operation, but said police had 
carted away four five-[metric] ton lorry-loads of 
weapons, 1,250 commercial explosives and various 
kinds of ammunition. Police, moving two days after 
mine owners Goldfields, union leaders and provincial 
authorities agreed on measures to restore calm at the 
Carletonville mine, also seized an AK-47 rifle, 10kg of 
dagga and 7kg of gold concentrate. 


According to reports, fighting at the mine has involved 
National Union of Mineworkers’ [NUM] members and 
the rival United Mining Workers’ Union of South 
Africa, said to be linked to the Inkatha Freedom Party. 
On Thursday night [9 March], Deelkraal Gold Mining 
Company announced it had reached agreement with the 
NUM on the path to peace at the mine and that 
management would request police to conduct searches 
for weapons “when necessary”’. In addition, a commis- 
sion of inquiry is to be established to probe the violence. 
Mr Roopa said police also searched premises at the 
Hartebeesfontein gold mine in Stilfontein and took away 
explosives, 25kg of dagga and Ikg of unrefined gold. No 
arrests were reported. 


Gunmen Open Fire on Taxi, Shoot 4 Commuters 


MB1403074295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0722 
GMT 14 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 14 SAPA— 
Four commuters were injured when gunmen with AK47 
rifles fired at a minibus taxi at the Meadowlands Zone 3 
taxi rank in Soweto early on Tuesday morning. Police 
spokesman W/O [Warrant Officer] John Shiburi said the 
two injured men and two women were rushed to hospital 
for treatment. Their condition is not known. 


The shooting occurred at 7AM when the gunmen, trav- 
elling in a BMW and a Cressida, blocked the path of the 
minibus and sprayed it with gunfire. The attackers then 
drove away. The driver of the minibus was not among 
the victims. Police recovered 14 AK47 cartridges and a 
9mm cartridge at the scene. Witnesses claimed that a 
child aged about six was among the victims, but W/O 
Shiburi was unable to confirm this. The area around the 
rank has been cordoned off for police investigations. 
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Protesters Bomb, Stone Police Station 


MB1403100195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0912 
GMT 14 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Middelburg March 14 SAPA— 
The wife of Hendrina town Councillor George Sediza 
suffered minor injuries when about 600 angry 
KwaZamokuhle residents hurled petrol bombs and 
stones at their residence and a police station in the 
Eastern Transvaal town on Monday, SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] Radio News 
reported on Tuesday. The residents, who were demon- 
strating against the cutting off of electricity to 310 houses 
in the township because of non-payment, were dispersed 
with buckshot and teargas when they attacked the police 
station. The situation at KwaZamokuhle, which is near 
Hendrina, was under control on Tuesday. Policemen 
were on the scene. 


Communist Party Calls It’s Role ‘Critical’ — 


MB1203 164195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1423 
GMT 12 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 12 
SAPA—The South African Conimunist Party [SACP] 
Central Committee on Sunday said the ANC-led «'li- 
ance’s position in the government of national unity and 
the SACP’s strong tradition of mass democratic action 
were critical for the country’s continued transformation. 


Mass democratic action had, however, been weakened by 
the relocation of activists following the April elections and 
inadequacies on the part of the SACP, the Central Com- 
mittee said in a statement following their weekend 
meeting. ‘Developing campaigns and rebuilding mass 
democratic organisation to participate actively in the 
Reconstruction and Development Programme are now 
critical tasks.” The committee condemned acts of lawless- 
ness, such as hostage taking and corruption, saying these 
could not be justified whatever the underlying grievances. 


They also expressed support for the Masakhane [mutual 
construction] campaign and called on all SACP struc- 
tures to support the April 20 to 26 Masakhane for a 
learning nation, school renovation campaign. The 
SACP’s ninth national congress is to be held from April 
6-8 at Shaft 17 Conference Centre, Johannesburg. 


Economists Praise Stals’ Handling of Finrand 


MB1303124095 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 13 Mar 95 p 5 


[Report by Mungo Soggot] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Economists shed no tears over 
the death of the financial rand [finrand], downplaying 
any negative spinoffs such as the inflationary effects of a 
weaker unitary rand and predicting “‘minimal” capital 
outflows. 
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They said it was significant that Reserve Bank Governor 
Chris Stals had let the markets do the work for him by 
luring them onto the final speculative battleground 
which saw the foreign investment unit effectively abolish 
itself. 


Ed Hern Rudolph economist Nick Barnardt said: “It 
shows the authorities are in step with the markets.” 


The move had “broad symbolic implications” and sig- 
nalled a commitment to economic reform, which would 
probably spawn some form of privatisation before the 
end of th. financial year. He would have been “that 
much more elated” if there had also been some relax- 
ation of resirictions on SA [South Africa] residents, 
although it had been made clear a “big bang” approach 
was out of the question. He expected these controls to go 
within the next six months. 


Econometrix economist Tony Twine said: “Thank heav- 
ens—now we can all get on with our proper jobs.” 


He said government’s decision to take the plunge before 
the Budget suggested the Budget was investment- 
friendly. 


“It can only mean there is good news on the 1995/96 
fiscal deficit,” he speculated. 


Twine predicted the rand would depreciate for a couple 
of days, then strengthen above Friday’s levels and then 
start slowly slipping against the basket of currencies. 


Many had bet on the finraud going after the Budget so the 
authorities could weigh up investor reaction to it. “They 
could not scrap the finrand and then come up with a dodgy 
Budget,” Twine said. Then “a lot more than R25bn 
[rands]” would be needed to deal with the outflows. 


The bottoming out of the dollar’s spectacular fall last 
week had probably been seen as an opportunity not be 
missed, he said. Another economist said March’s reserve 
figures would be a good indication of foreign investor 
sentiment towards SA. 


Barnardt said it appeared Stals had in the last month 
played an important role in persuading the more cau- 
tious elements in government to do it. 


The only part of the authorities’ impressive handling of 
the finrand’s demise was an overemphasis of the possible 
in‘lationary consequences of a unitary rand. He hoped 
when local exchange controls were relaxed the authori- 
ties would handle it differently. 


SA’s inflation outlook was good—unit labour costs had 
come down to single digits, real wage costs were falling 
and the monetary authorities had been clear about their 
anti-inflationary stance. Looming import tariff cuts 
would also help keep inflation in check. 


Rand Shows Strength in First Day of Trading 


MB1303154095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1521 
GMT 13 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 13 
SAPA—South Africa’s markets were for the first time in 
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eight years fully exposed to the vagaries of international 
investors on Monday as the new unitary currency came 
into force. Following the abolishment of the financial 
rand, and therefore restrictions on foreign investment in 
South Africa, the unified rand attracted surprising sup- 
port on its first day. “It was a case of everything going 
according to plan,” said Econometrix economist Tony 
Twine. “The stage was set so beautifully, right down to a 
weak dollar and so there wasn’t much potential for a 
major reaction,” he said. 

Traders had expected the rand to weaken but after a 
tense day’s trading, the new unit ended sharply firmer at 
R3.6145 [rands} to the dollar after the old commercial/ 
financial rand pre-weekend close of R3.65/68. But Mon- 
day’s trade was not without a certain amount of first- 
time jitters. Anxious dealers turned up for work in the 
morning, unsure as to what might happen in the wake of 
the scrapping of the financial rand. “We're now trading 
a new rand—it’s difficult to say how it’s going to react,” 
a dealer said early on Monday. 


The landmark abolition of the finrand was announced 
on Friday by Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg. The 
financial and commercial rand units were thereby 
replaced with the country’s third-ever unitary cur- 


rency—and hopefully its last, dealers said. 


The finrand was introduced in 1979 to stem the outflow 
of foreign capital, abolished in 1985 then re-introduced 
two years later. It became increasingly unpopular as the 
country entered the current economic upswing. It was 
universally accepted as a major disincentive to potential 
foreign investors. However, the near-hysterical hype 
preceding abolition meant many dealers were nervous 
about how the market would react to the new currency 
unit. Furthermore, the recent Mexican currency crisis 
augmented fears that a unitary currency would result in 
net-capital outflows, rather than incoming foreign 
investment. But after one day’s trading, dealers trum- 


peted “so far so good”. 


“The currency did much better than expected,” one 
dealer said, “especially when you consider the doom and 
gloom that was written all over the wall.” 


Most dealers agreed despite initial jitters, market senti- 
ment settled during the course of the day and the cur- 
rency’s short-term outlook remained positive. Further- 
more, dealers said “hectic” morning trade had benefited 
from Reserve Bank intervention which “smoothed trade”. 


Commenting on Monday’s market reaction, economists 
said the rand had benefited from a well-timed decision to 
abolish the finrand. “At this stage of the game, there’s no 
real danger of a run on the rand, particularly after what 
happened, or didn’t happen, this morning,” Econometrix’s 
Twine said. Although foreign exchange reserves were more 
vulnerable without the cushioning effect of the finrand, 
there was little cause for concern provided political sta- 
bility prevailed. “If there’s a run on the rand, reserves 
would go down which could lead to higher prices for 
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imported goods,” Twine said, “at this stage that looks 
unlikely.” “We will probably see today’s currency levels or 
levels close to them until after the budget speech. After that 
it’s anybody's guess,” Twine said. 


Drought Termed ‘Worst in Living Memory’ 


MB1303151295 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
13 Mar 95 p 3 


[Report by Shirley Woodgate] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The drought in the Free State, 
the Eastern and Northern Transvaal, the North West and 
parts of the Eastern Cape is the worst in living memory, 
Transvaal Agricultural Union president Dries Bruwer 
said yesterday. “We are sitting on a water time-bomb 
which is straining our resources to the absolute limit,” he 
said. The devastation was not limited to South Africa but 
extended to the 11 countries covered by the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC), and UN 
Food and Agriculture Organisation expert John Rook 
had warned farmers to grow short maturing crops in the 
absence of late summer rains, Bruwer said. 


British scientists have predicted that dry conditions 
affecting the whole of the subcontinent could be worse 
than ever, the Independent News Service reports. Poor 
river flows and falling reservoir levels as a result of low 
rainfall are expected to cut the region’s staple maize crop 
by half, according to research at the Institute of 
Hydrology in Wallingford, Oxfordshire. 


The observations are in line with warnings from other 
experts since late last year, when climatologists predicted 
the El Nino phenomenon was resurfacing and agricul- 
tural unions alerted consumers to expected food short- 
ages and price hikes. 


The hydrologists reported to Britain’s Overseas Devel- 
opment Administration that major river basins had had 
only about 60 percent of the expected total rainfall and 
that some of the continent’s largest rivers were at their 
lowest levels in 40 years. Before the start of the 1994-95 
rainy season, major rivers such as the Zambezi, the 
Okavango, the Kwando and the Kunene were experi- 
encing their lowest maximum and minimum river flows 
since measurements began in the 1950s. 


SA’s [South Africa’s] 139 main storage dams are on 
average 43 percent full and the biggest—the Gariep 
Dam, which is fed by the country’s largest river, the 
Orange—is only 35 percent full, which is half the level at 
the same time lasi year. 


The Department of Agriculture announced in December 
that it was to reinstate hundreds of thousands of rands in 
drought aid which was withdrawn several years ago. The 
department warned farmers to plan for droughts. 


Recently, hundreds of South African farmers started 
relocating to Mozambique, Zambia and Gabon to ben- 
efit from rainfall in excess of 1,500mm a year compared 
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with this country’s inland average of 750mm. They go 
with the blessing of Bruwer as well as Free State Agri- 
cultural Union president Dr Pieter Gous, who urged 
farmers to “follow the rain”. 


Water department engineer Claus Triebel has warned 
that restrictions are on the cards in Gauteng from May. 
Restrictions already in place in the Northern Transvaal 
have been stepped up, said Bruwer. 


Andrew Bullock, a senior British hydrologist and a 
specialist on African affairs, said the impact of the 
drought would be felt in terms of rural food production, 
grain exports, water supply and electricity generation. 


South Africa, which is usually a net exporter of maize, is 
expected to produce between 4.2-million and 4.8-million 
tons this year, which means 2 to 3-million tons of 
mealies will have to be imported. This would put a brake 
on exports to countries to the north, said Bruwer. 


Nzo Cites National Interest in Cuban Ties 


MB1403115795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1135 
GMT 14 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] National Assembly March 14 
SAPA—South Africa should pursue its own interests in 
developing its relationship with Cuba, Foreign Minister 
Alfred Nzo said on Tuesday. 


Addressing the Foreign Affairs Committee, he said there 
was a tendency in South Africa to regard the United 
States’ policy towards Cuba as reflecting the “Western 
norm”. However, the US was the only Western country 
currently “prosecuting a hostile policy” towards the 
island state mainly because of domestic political consid- 
erations. “South Africa cannot tolerate any indication 
that its policies be dictated by a foreign power.” 


Countries such as Britain, France, the Netherlands and 
Spain were all promoting links with Cuba, and Canada 
and Australia had invested in the mining sector. Mr Nzo 
said South Africa and Cuba had established full diplo- 
matic relations at the time of President Nelson Man- 
dela’s inauguration on May !1 last year. Cuba had set up 
a diplomatic mission in Pretoria. Agreements on bilat- 
eral trade and the establishment of an inter- 
governmental commission for economic, scientific and 
technical co-operation between the two countries had 
been proposed. 


Union Demands Preferential Status for Cuba 


MB1103190695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1630 
GMT I1 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria March 11 SAPA—Thr 
National Union of Mineworkers [NUM] on Saturday 
called for the nationalisation of mines violating workers’ 
rights, and demanded that communist Cuba be granted 
preferential stat ith Africa. 
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The union’s Central Committee, in a declaration after 
meeting on Saturday, also demanded that trade unions 
be consulted in privatising industries. It also urged that 
migrant workers resident in South Africa since June 
1986 be granted permanent residence to allow them to 
vote in the local government elections. “The central 
committee demands that to satisfy the requirements for 
permanent residence, five years’ contract service by 
migrant workers will be construed as five years’ contin- 
uous service,” the declaration said. It said, without 
giving details, that it would be in the interest of the 
nation to nationalise mines that continued to violate 
fundamen:al human and worker rights. 


The Central Committee condemned the United States of 
America’s economic blockade of Cuba and demanded 
that that country “‘be accorded full preferential status by 
South Africa”. On privatisation, the union said it was 
opposed to unilateral “reorganisation without negoti- 
ating with and the approval of unions”. 


Buthelezi on Efforts To Tighten Immigration 


MB1003210595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2051 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria March 10 SAPA— 
Legislation is under consideration to make it impossible 
for foreigners arriving in South Africa—on the pretext of 
being tourists or businessmen—to seek work permits and 
permanent residence, Home Affairs Minister Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi said on Friday. 


In a speech read on his behalf by his deputy Penuell 
Maduna to the Central Committee of the National 
Union of Mineworkers in Pretoria, Mr Buthelezi said 
there had been a “disturbing tendency” for foreign work 
seekers to conceal the true nature of their visits by posing 
either as tourists or businessmen. 


These people then proceeded to make application after 
application to be granted work permits, often using 
politicians and other influential people to do so. 


Mr Buthelezi said it was not possible to gauge the extent 
of the illegal immigrant problem accurately as such 
people entered the country clandestinely. 


Last year more than 90,000 illegal immigrants were 
repatriated. 


Giving an idea of the economic impact of illegal influxes, 
he said the presence of Mozambicans had placed an 
additional burden of R163 million [rands} on the South 
African economy in 1993, a figure which could rise to 
R941 million by the year 2000. 


Adding to the problems had been the civil war in Angola 
and unrest in Zaire, to mention but a few, while an 
increasing number of people from the Orient were trying 
to settle elsewhere, whether legally or illegally, because of 
Hong Kong’s pending reincorporation into China and 
the fact that the People’s Republic of China itself had 
lifted travel restrictions. 
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One of the reasons for the large number of migrant 
labourers on South Africa’s mines was an apparent 
reluctance by South Africans, even the unemployed, to 
take up positions involving work underground. 


South African Press Review for 14 Mar 
MB1403114895 


[FBIS Editorial Report} 


BEELD 


Drop ‘Concessions’ to Left—‘‘If there was still any doubt 
about the manner in which the communist dictators in 
Cuba trample on human rights, the report ordered by the 
UN Humar Rights Commission has removed it,” notes 
an editorial on page 12 of Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans on 9 March. “These findings tally with the 
annual report drawn up by the U.S. State Department on 
the human rights situation worldwide, Amnesty Interna- 
tional reports, and others. Which makes Foreign Min- 
ister Alfred Nzo’s lame excuse recently in Parliament— 
that there is no convincing proof of systematic human 
rights violations in Cuba—sound that much more 
hollow. It is understandable why Nzo took that defensive 
stance. It is a concession to the left wing of the ANC 
alliance. South Africa’s defense of Cuba at the United 
Nations certainly damaged this country’s international 
interests. It would be to the country’s benefit if the 
Foreign Affairs Department refrained in the future from 
making more such concessions to the left.” 


Mandela Stance on Unruly Students Welcomed—An 
editorial on page 6 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
of 10 March points out: “President Nelson Mandela’s 
remark that troublemakers at universities and techni- 
kons should be properly dealt with is very welcome.” 
“Reckless, vandalizing protesters are a serious threat to 
quality education in South Africa.” Referring to events 
at the Bloemfontein technikon and Witwatersrand Uni- 
versity, the paper adds: “Until now the police have either 
not been used, or they have perhaps wrongly felt so 
inhibited that they have not maintained order on 
campus. It is doubtful whether campus security per- 
sonnel are in a position to deal with protesters who 
commit crimes. An important aspect of the problem has 
been the false impression that has taken root in South 
Africa that anything is permissible in the struggle for 
democratic rights. It is therefore high time that someone 
of the stature of President Mandela has spoken out so 
firmly. His specific reference to white authorities who 
should not be unwilling to act against black offenders 
will not find favor among radical ANC supporters. But it 
takes real leadership to make oneself unpopular when 
necessary.” 


Amnesty for ANC Supporters Questionable—A second 
editorial in the same paper on the same day notes: “The 
ANC makes much of the disclosure of offenses being one 
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of the most important goals of the proposed Commission 
of Truth and Reconciliation. The fact that dozens of 
ANC supporters were granted indemnity in November 
in terms of existing legislation—with no mention of full 
disclosure—places question marks over the organiza- 
tion’s intention regarding the Truth Commission. As 
recently as January, Justice Minister Dullah Omar was 
giving the assurance that there would be complete impar- 
tiality and be no double standards when dealing with 
amnesty applications from ANC members and later for 
the approximately 3,500 policemen.” “It is also not right 
that the ANC should be granting indemnity to its mem- 
bers in terms of legislation it initially opposed. The 
handling of the amnesty issue makes the ideal of recon- 
ciliation through the Truth Commission diificult, and 
makes a mockery of the ideal of truth if it is only 
expected of some.” 


CITY PRESS 


Winnie Mandela Not Guilty Yet—Winnie Mandela has 
been found guilty by almost everyone—except a court, 
says Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English in an edito- 
rial on 5 March on page 16. “We at this newspaper find 
Winnie Mandela innocent unless she is found guilty in a 
proper court of law. Winnie, like any other citizen in this 
country, is not beyond the law.” The editorial also 
criticizes the style of the police raid on her home and 
offices: “As much as we hold no brief for Winnie, we 
found this whole episode clumsy and despicable.” 


THE STAR 


Keep Zulu King Above Politics—Referring to Inkatha 
Freedom Party, IFP, President Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s 
ultimatum that Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini call a 
national gathering within two months, Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English in an editorial on page 12 on 14 
March says: “It is regrettable that the IFP leader seems to 
find it difficult to allow Zwelithini, whom he has in the 
past dragged into politics and unashamedly manipulated 
for his own political ends, to be independent. A trouble- 
torn province such as KwaZulu/Natal badly needs some- 
body who will be above party politics and be a unifying 
figure across the political divide.” 


SOWETAN 


UN Summit’s Impact on Nation—The recent UN 
summit on social development pledged to eradicate 
global poverty and injustice. “The declaration will strike 
a chord with us in South Africa, where, as a legacy of 
apartheid, the disparity between the haves and the 
have-nots remains indefensible and South Africa’s com- 
parative wealth acts as a magnet to migrants from 
neighbouring states,’"’ comments Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 14 March in a page 8 editorial. 
“The challenge for South Africa is to fight economic 
inequality within its own borders while assisting to 
develop its regional neighbours economically.” 
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Angola 


UNITA’s Gato Declares ‘Peace in Our Country’ 


BR1303163295 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
11 Mar 95 p 21 


(Unattributed interview with Paulo Lukamba Gato, 
UNITA secretary general; place and date not given: “All 
the obstacles will be removed”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] [EXPRESSO] With the peace 
process apparently ground to a halt, how do you assess 
the application of the Lusaka agreements? 


{[Lukamba] An agreement as fragile as the Lusaka agree- 
ment requires a sustained effort, a lot of imagination, 
and above all ongoing negotiation and dialogue if it is to 
overcome the various obstacles. For our part, there are 
no insurmountable obstacles. There is, however, a delib- 
erate desire by the government to hinder the process by 
seeking out any pretext to unleash war, including 
investing billions of dollars in buying tanks, fighter 
planes, and mercenaries. I believe, however, that there 
will be peace in our country. 


[EXPRESSO] The biggest difficulties seem to lie with the 
high-ranking military officers in both UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] and the 
government. Did Lusaka fail to make adequate provi- 
sions for this, or was the UN mediator overly optimistic? 


[Lukamba] Neither. The current state of the peace pro- 
cess is a result of the government, which thinks that this 
conflict can be resolved by considering the military side 
of things alone. The fundamental differences between 
my party and the MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] are political in nature. Mr. 
Savimbi [UNITA leader] suggested to [Angolan Presi- 
dent] Eduardo dos Santos that a mixed committee com- 
prising people from UNITA and the government should 
meet from 19 to 25 February to prepare the agenda and 
agree on a date and place for a meeting. The govern- 
ment’s response was negative. In the meantime, it is 
continuing to wave the scarecrow of the non- 
disengagement of our troops from Uije to Negage. We 
hope that UNAVEM [United Nations Angola Verifica- 
tion Mission), which confirmed UNITA’s withdrawal, 
assumes its responsibilities and says what is happening 
on the ground so that we do not have to be diverted with 
non-existent problems. 


{[EXPRESSO] Does the opposition by some of the mili- 
tary leaders in your movement to the agreement reached 
by government and UNITA military leaders constitute a 
increased danger to the peace process? 


{Lukamba] UNITA never concealed differences of 
opinion within UNITA until the 7th congress. It was the 
first opportunity since the Luanda massacres for military 
men to follow a single line of thought and action in an 
open, head-on confrontation. The congress resolutions 
are the obvious proof of the commitment by all of 
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UNITA along the path toward peace. All the obstacles 
standing in the way of the party line will be removed. 


{[EXPRESSO] Who in UNITA or the government can 
gain the most from the delay in applying the agreements? 


{Lukamba] I do not think there can be any winners in 
this process. UNITA has already paid dearly for peace 
and it will not allow the destiny of the Angolan people to 
be ignored indefinitely. It is now up to the MPLA to 
make its contribution by leaving behind the logic of war 
and putting a stop to its efforts to hinder peace. 


[EXPRESSO] The government says that UNITA is pre- 
paring to resume war. How do you reply to these 
allegations? 


{[Lukamba] If the leaders in Luanda would apply 20 
percent of their imagination to solving the country’s 
problems, then they would already be solved. It is not 
true that UNITA is receiving lethal hardware from 
Negage. UNAVEM can confirm that there is no tension 
in the northern or central parts of the country. 


{[EXPRESSO] In Bicesse, UNITA rejected the creation 
of a government of national unity. It now says that it will 
only agree to participate in the government if there is a 
joint program. Why this change? 


{[Lukamba] Since the events of 1992 in Luanda the 
militants in our party have never had the opportunity to 
meet and debate the major problems facing the party and 
the country. After consulting the militants, we concluded 
what can be seen in the congress resolutions, which make 
our participation in the MPLA government conditional 
upon the drafting of a joint governing platform. 


{[EXPRESSO] Why does UNITA insist on doubting 
Portugal’s position as an observer country? 


[Lukamba] The Portuguese Government has maintained 
a position that is incompatible with its status as a 
mediator and observer, something which demands total 
impartiality. The Portuguese Government opted for 
“business” to the detriment of friendship and solidarity 
with the Angolan people. 


UN Sets Deadline for Government, UNITA 


MB1303145195 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The deadline for the government 
and the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] to show to the international commu- 
nity their commitment to the peace process is 25 March. 
The government says it has fulfilled everything agreed 
upon in Lusaka, and UNITA says it has implemented 
everything it was supposed to implement: it has disen- 
gaged its troops at Uige and it is facilitating the move- 
ment of observers. Edgar Rangel reports: 


[Begin recording] [Rangel] It is now 12 days before the 
UN Security Council decides whether the blue helmets 
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should arrive in Angola in May. The UN Security 
Council’s decision will take into account the next report 
of the UN secretary general on events in our country. 
The United Nations is concerned about issues like the 
disengagement of soldiers, particularly in Uige. Isaias 
Samakuva, UNITA representative to the Joint Commis- 
sion, says his party will do its utmost for the report to the 
Security Council to contain a positive view of the situa- 
tion in Angola. 


[Samakuva] We are doing our utmost for the report to be 
favorable. I repeat, however: This does not depend on 
UNITA only. The Joint Commission and UNITA 
believe political goodwill will make it possible to imple- 
ment the Lusaka protocol. 


[Rangel] Isaias Samakuva guarantees that UNITA 
troops in the northern region have already left for 
Negage and the situation in that region is no longer a 
problem. 


[Samakuva] There was much noise because of the diffi- 
culties in disengaging UNITA soldiers in Uige, but they 
were eventually disengage’. 


[Rangel] Isaias Samakwva was asked to comment on 
accusations that his movement does not allow the mili- 
tary observers and UN police free movement in UNITA 
controlled areas. 


{Samakuva] That is not true. There are observers in 
some areas under UNITA control, such as Chiquebo, 
Bailundo, Negage, Andulu, Mavinga, and others. I would 
also like to note that the UN Angola Verification Mis 
sion [Unavem] is facing transportation problems, which 
make it difficult for them to reach some areas. For 
instance, some Unavem members were scheduled to 
leave for various areas today, but the program was 
canceled at the last minute due to lack of transportation. 


[Rangel] Isaias Samakuva also said that the mediators 
should be fair and give both sides the same treatment. 
[end recording] 


UN Observers Unable To Operate Beyond Luena 


MB1203155595 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 11 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] UN Angola Verification Mis- 
sion [Unavem}]-2 military observers stationed in Luena 
can only travel 5 km outside that city. Alioune Blondin 
Beye, UN special representative in Angola, was 
informed of the situation during his visit to Moxico 
Province on 10 March. The situation has been blamed 
on a lack of communication between the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola and Unavem-2. 


[passage omitted] 
Opposition Leader Holden Roberto Returns i‘ome 


MB1303152995 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Alvaro Holden Roberto, presi- 
dent of the Angola National Liberation Front, FNLA, 
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today returned home after having been in France for two 
years, where he received medical treatment. Holden 
Roberto has expressed concern over the current political 
and military situation in Angola and promised to do his 
utmost to help impiement the Lusaka Protocol. 


[Begin Roberto recording] I came to make my contribu- 
tion to the peace process [words indistinct] political 
maturity, self-sacrifice, and patriotism are important 
factors. I believe Angolans, not foreigners should solve 
Angolan problems. [end recording] 


Minesweeping in Moxico Suspended Since Jan 


MB1203155395 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 12 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Minesweeping operations in 
Moxico Province have been suspended since mid- 
January. This was told to Alioune Blondin Beye, UN 
special representative in Angola, during his visit to the 
province. Several mine fields need to be cleared around 
Luena. The suspension of minesweeping operations has 
hindered the movement of people and goods, while 
residents are facing acute food shortages. Many people 
might die of famine in the foreseeable future. 


Mozambique 


Ministers’ Salaries Increase 320 Percent 


MB1303190295 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
7 Mar 95 p 3 


[FBIS Translated Text] Once again, the decision by the 
honorable Eneas Comiche, minister in the Presidency 
for economic and social affairs, to keep things under lock 
and key has proved to be fruitless. Specifically, the salary 
increases for senior government officials. Likewise, his 
public denials (“untruths” to all intents and purposes), 
backed by Radio Mozambique, Mozambique Televi- 
sion, and other servile and official news media, could not 
prevent ordinary citizens from learning about the sala- 
ries of government members. 


In fact, Comiche’s remarks—that the salaries of the 
official political class “had not been raised by 100 
percent” as the “‘ill-intentioned” had claimed—reflect 
the truth. Cabinet ministers’ salaries actually increased 
by 320 percent. This brings their income (the official 
one, that is) which was about 2,500 contos (1 conto 
equals 1,000 meticais), to 8 million meticais. This does 
not include allowances, which have also been increased 


by 320 percent. 


The president of the Republic’s salary has been increased 
by 325 percent—that is, from 4,000 contos to 13 million 
meticais per month. 


If one works on an average of 8 million meticais for each 
government official, it means such a salary is 50 times 
more than the current minimum salary (taking into 
account the recent 35 percent increase). 
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One should mention that this disparity ““dynamites” the 
civil service’s salary scale of one to 10. 


These facts show how difficult it is for our government to 
give up secrecy and to accept the rules of democracy and 
transparency in the management of public funds. 


Actually, we are getting used to Minister Comiche’s 
“strict” denials, if one remembers his publicly stated 
lack of knowledge about the famous “Paradise on Earth” 
accord that he had personally initialed. 


Salary Increases for Technicians Cancelled 


MB1303205295 Maputo TVM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1800 GMT 13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The government has canceled 
salary increases for the state’s medium-grade and senior 
technicians for lack of financing. The donors who under- 
took to finance the increases did not fulfill their prom- 
ises. [passage omitted] 


With the cancellation of the salary increases, medium- 
grade and senior technicians will cease to have special 
rights. They will continue however to receive their 
salaries according to their grade levels. 


Meanwhile, the government is trying to obtain money to 
repay the debt incurred during the period it tried to 
implement the wage increases while waiting for funds 
from donors. [passage omitted] 


Government’s 1995 Policy Document Reviewed 


MB1003 143495 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 1100 
GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Mozambican Government 
has put strengthening governance at the top of its list of 
priorities for this year. In the policy document that it will 
present .‘ next week’s donor meeting in Paris, the 
government says the challenge facing the administration 
is to build on the momentum of Mozambique’s first 
multiparty elections, to consolidate democracy, and to 
develop the legal process and reduce corruption. The 
document declares that to ensure the effective func- 
tioning of democracy, the government promises to con- 
solidate the procedures that guarantee freedom of the 
press and to develop national reconciliation structures 
by institutionalizing the presidential consultative forum. 


President Chissano has made it clear that he envisages 


this fo as a means for dialogue between the govern- 
mer ‘| society. The forum is to include not only 
poll ut also representatives of economic, cul- 
tural, humanitarian, and religious bodies. Last month, 


however, Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] 
leader Afonso Dhlakama rejected the presidential forum 
out of hand. 


The government document also stresses the need to 
define the institutional structure of the Mozambican 
parliament—the Assembly of the Republic—to ensure 
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the normal functioning of its working commissions and 
(?revising) its standing orders. The government’s draft 
budget includes an allocation of 24 billion meticais, 
about $3.3 [figures as heard] in subsidies for opposition 
political parties represented in the Assembly, and 26.5 
billion meticals for the functioning of the Assembly 
itself, including the wages of its members. The money for 
the parties is to be distributed in proportion to the 
number of parliament seats they won in the October 
general elections. 


The document says that to strengthen transparency, the 
government pledges to make more information avail- 
able. 


As for fighting corruption, the government pledges to 
prepare a code of conduct for civil servants that will be 
submitted to parliament for approval. It will also con- 
tinue to insist on a compulsory declaration of all assets 
owned by top-level civil servants at the beginning and 
end of their term of office. 


As for the military, the government has given up all hope 
of bringing the new defence force, the FADM [Mozam- 
bique Defense Armed Forces], up to strength in the near 
future. According to the Rome peace agreement, which 
was signed by the government and Renamo in 1992, the 
FADM was to consist of 30,000 men, half from the 
government army and half from Renamo, but it proved 
impossible to recruit this number. An attempt to draft 
troops led to mutinies and rioting. By last December, the 
FADM had just 11,579 men. 


Opposition MPs Assail Draft Parliament Rules 


MB1303174095 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
8 Mar 95 p 1 


{Report by Migueis Lopes Junior] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Still allergic to a democratic 
posture, the ruling party is getting ready to impose the 
dictatorship of the majority in the Assembly of the 
Republic through parliamentary regulations it has 
drafted. The regulations gag the parliamentary opposi- 
tion and reduce the legislature to its most basic meaning 
in a return to the absolutism of the past, though by other 
means. 


There could be a political crisis similar to, or even worse 
than, the one caused by the election of Eduardo 
Mulembwe as chairman of parliament when the draft 
Assembly of the Republic regulations, being reviewed by 
a parliamentary “‘ad hoc” committee chaired by Frelimo 
[Mozambique Liberation Front] Party MP Sergio Vieira, 
are submitted for approval at a plenary session. 


IMPARCIAL has seen the document’s first 37 articles 
and heard what opposition MPs, who asked not to be 
identified, had to say about them. The “ad hoc” com- 
mittee has already approved 57 of the 90 articles. 
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The MPs have criticized the “uninterested and passive” 
position taken by their colleagues in the committee. 
They believe their colleagues have “allowed themselves 
to be taken for a ride by Sergio Vieira’s easy-going style 
and demagoguery.” 


The MPs have stressed that “the dictatorship of the 
majority” is calling the shots in a strategy that Frelimo 
has clearly formed to gag the parliamentary opposition 
and reduce it to something resembling the opposition in 
the “former puppet Assembly of the Republic.” 


A Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] MP for 
the Zambezia constituency based his arguments on the 
fact that the ruling party drafted the only parliamentary 
regulations under discussion, and even refused to look at 
the parliamentary regulations of countries with long 
democratic and parliamentary traditions, with a view to 
applying them to Mozambique. 


Our source added that ‘“‘Frelimo does not even want to 
hear about motions of no confidence,” noting that this is 
an essential instrument of any opposition in truly dem- 
ocratic regimes. 


The draft proposals are riddled with Marxist-Leninist 
jargon, which the ruling party could not avoid introducing. 
The proposals also contain countless “juridical barbari- 
ties” that would violate the Constitution, in a clear attempt 
to protect the president of the Republic and his govern- 
ment from effective parliamentary control. 


Another MP said: “It is a perfectly toothless parliament, 
in that its regulations give discretionary powers to the 
Assembly of the Republic chairman to silence any 
remarks that the majority might dislike.” The MP said 
the regulations form part of a “Frelimo strategy to 
reinstate absolute power by other means.” 


Our sources are particularly sensitive to Article 30. They 
have described it as a “totalitarian abortion from a legal 
and constiiutional standpoint.” Our source added: “The 
article’s definition of defamation and slander is perfectly 
arvitvary and cannot be part of a democratic forum; it 
serves the interests of only one of the parliament’s 
benches.” 


The article clearly violates the juridical and constitu- 
tional principle of all citizens being equal before the law 
when it draws a distinction between those who can and 
cannot be the target of ‘“‘slander, defamation, and prov- 
ocation.” 


The term “guilty” clearly mentioned in the first para- 
graph of Article 30 has also been described as a “show of 
contempt for one of the pillars of a state of law where any 
person is presumed innocent until found guilty, and 
where only courts may decide who is guilty.” 


“All powers will, therefore, be concentrated in the hands 
of the Assembly of the Republic chairman, though 
juridically and politically he is merely one among equals. 
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Thus, in terms of Article 30, he will decide, rule, sentence, 
and order the execution of the sentence. If necessary, the 
chairman will order the forcible removal of an MP from 
the Assembly hall. That is a barbarity. First, because it 
transforms the parliament into an arena. Second, because 
MPs enjoy immunity which can only be withdrawn by the 
Standing Commission or a plenary session. Third, because 
it implies promiscuity of powers, whose separation is 
‘early contained in the Constitution.” 


So, at the onset, our sources noted, the parliamentary 
regulations “would entirely serve Frelimo’s interests. It 
is interesting to note that the word ‘democracy’ is absent 
from the draft regulations.” They pointed out that the 
regulations state that parliament should not meet for 
more than 90 days a year, “as if national interests could 
be put in a straitjacket.” 


pe re ed tee Right To Speak and 
Removal From the Assembly Hall) 


The Assembly of the Republic chairman will withdraw 
the right to speak of any deputy, guest, or orator and 
order his removal from the Assembly of the Republic 
hall without prejudice to other sanctions if: 


1. He is found guilty of defamation, slander, provocation 
or threat, or acts of violence against the head of state, the 
Assembly of the Republic chairman, deputies, the prime 
minister, government members, magistrates and other 
members of the judiciary; 


2. If he uses language or behaves in a manner incompat- 
ible with the dignity of sovereign organs and citizens; 


3. Should removal from the tribune or assembly hall be 
resisted, the transgressor, in addition to other implica- 
tions, commits the crime of disobedience. Under these 
circumstances the Assembly of the Republic chairman 
will adjourn the session and order the forces of order to 
forcibly remove the transgressor from the hall. 


Frelimo Seeks To ‘Undermine’ Dhlakama Trip 


MB1303194995 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
9 Mar 95 p2 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Mozambican Govern- 
ment has instructed its ambassadors in European coun- 
tries that Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] 
leader Afonso Dhlakama will visit to organize a 
“counter-lobby” to neutralize his tour’s impact. With the 
same objective, a senior Foreign Affairs Ministry official 
has already visited the countries to be toured by 
Dhiakama. 


Before his departure on 7 March for a 21-day visit to 
Germany, Great Britain, Belgium, and Spain, the 
Renamo leader said he would inform his hosts that 
“practically nothing has changed”’ in Mozambique. 
Dhliakama said the present government lacks transpar- 
ency and there are attempts to destroy democracy in 
Mozambique. He said the main objective of his visits 
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will be to inform his hosts that ti Sto. umbique Liber- 
ation Front [Frelimo] Party is still not interested in 
democracy in Mozambique. {passage omitted! 


The leader of the second most popular party in last 
October’s elections also said if “Renamo continues to 
lack funds to consolidate itself as a party, democracy will 
be undermined in Mozambique and the Frelimo Party 
will reintroduce dictatorship and Marxism.” 

The Renamo leader said, however, he wil! not discourage 


potential donors at the coming Paris Club meeting on !3 
March [as published]. 


Dhlakama also criticized the government's plan to fight 
banditry, pres:nted by Interior Minister Manuel! 


Antonio. Dhlakama described the plan to patrol some of 


the roads “‘as a green light to poor!y-paid Mozambique 
Police to raid vehic’ s, loot, and kill with impunity.” 
[passage omitted] 


Farmers Said Upset by |.and Deal With 
Afrikaners 


MB1303125795 Maputo IMPARC LAL im Portiguese 

7 Mar 95 p 2 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt} The Maputo Province Asso- 
ciation of Small- and Medium Scale Farmers and Live- 
stock Breeders (PEMAC) ts scheduled to mect in the city 


of Maputo this week to publicly condemn President 
Joaquim Chissano’s decision to allow South Afnmean 
farmers to settle and operate in the « 


Ouniry 


PEMAC says it is unacceptable that ( hissano will give 
land to the “‘boers” in areas where its members also 
intend to work. |passage omitted] 


Mozambican farmers are unhappy with Chissano’s deci- 
sion and fear that it might lead to a “boer” invasion 
aimed at creating a kind of white and ~ Alrkaner ban- 
tustan” in Mozambique. 


Other Mozambican businessmen have also complained 
about the decision, clarming that the government never 
considers them whenever they compete with potential 
foreign investors. 


Swaziland 


Strike Enters 2d Day; Most Businesses Closed 


MB1403083895 Johanneshure SAPA im Lvelish 0806 
GMT 14 Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Tet] Mbabane March 14 SAPA—A 
national strike in Swaziland entered its second day on 
Tuesday with most business activity in major centres at 
a standstill. Most major businesses in the capital 
Mbabane and the commercial! centre of Manzini 
remained closed with few buses running between the two 
towns. 
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The cabinet was reportedly in an emergency sitting to 
discuss the strike, the country’s most disruptive since 
1977. A statement was expected later on Tuesday 
morning. The strike was called by the umbrella Swazi- 
land Federation of Trade Unions to press government to 
act on a list of 27 demands. 


Unions Call Off Strike 


MB1403161095 London BBC World Service in English 
1S1S GMT 14 Mar 95 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The trade unions in Swaziland 
took a more conciliatory line with the government today 
over their nationwide stayaway. A list of 27 demands is 
being studied by Parliament, and the Swaziland Trade 
Unions Federation [as heard] seems to have changed its 
confrontational stance because of the violence which 
broke out in the capital yesterday. Our correspondent 
Tom Holloway reports from Mbabane: 


{ Holloway] A nationwide mass stayaway by workers in 
Swaziland was called off today at a mass meeting of 
workers in Manzini. The mass meeting was called by the 
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions, SFTU. The 
meeting was to brief workers on events of yesterday's 
violent demonstrations in the cities of Mbabane and 
Manzini, which left several people injured and at least 
one dead. 


Most of the injured were people involved in confrontations 
with mobs of youth who rampaged through. the city cen- 
ters, forcing businesses to close and ordering passengers off 
buses and taxis. In one incident ‘n Manzini, a South 
African kombi [minivan] taxi driver who was said to have 
shot and wounded three demonstrators who were trying to 
pull passengers from his taxi was arrested and saved by 
police and shut in the back of a police van to save him. The 
mob, however, stormed the police van, injuring three 
policemen, and dragged the taxi driver out of the van. An 
eyewitness told me the mob then beat and stoned him until 
he was unconscious. He was rushed to Manzini hospital, 
but died during an emergency operation. 


Early this morning, the government obtained an urgent 
High Court order restraining the SFTU from continuing 
the stayaway action. A special cabinet meeting was held 
in Parliament Building at Lobamba this morning, fol- 
lowed by an urgent meeting of Parliament, where the 
prime minister, Prince Mbilini, addressed members on 
the situation. The prime minister told a press conference 
at Parliament that now, with the legal backing of the 
High Court order, the government would no longer 
tolerate further harassment and intimidation of innocent 
citizens. 


Parliament Given 7 Days 


\1B 1403172095 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network in 
English 1600 GMT 14 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The two-day stayaway by 
workers in the country is now over. This was announced 


por ee 
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by the leadership of the Swaziland Federation of Trade 
Unions, SFTU, at a mass meeting for workers at the 
Manzini Trade Fair grounds this morning. 


They said workers would go back tomorrow so that the 
special select committee, comprising of five members of 
Parliament, could continue with its work of looking into 
the 27 demands of the unions by interviewing both 
government officials and leaders of the SFTU. 


The select committee is expected to finish its task in 
seven days’ time. Representatives of affiliates of the 
SFTU ordered the SFTU leadership to give a report on 
whether the 27 demands have been addressed ade- 
quately by the select committee after the seven days. 


They also stated that they want their demands met by 
government, because workers have been oppressed for 
too long in this country. 


Workers who attended the mass meeting in Manzini 
were approximately 40,000, who came by foot, since 
there were no buses, which showed that they were 
serious. 


Workers are to hold a mass meeting on 26 March to 
discuss the work of the select committee appointed by 
Parliament to solve the strike crisis. Workers, speaking 
in one voice, agreed to call the stayaway off so that the 
select committee may have sufficient time to complete 
its work inside seven days. But in Parliament, the select 
committee said it will submit its report to Parliament in 
10 days. 


Worker said there will be total chaos if the select com- 
mittee fails to find solutions on the 27 demands. The 
secretary general of the SFTU, Mr. Jan Sithole, said the 
select committee’s power is higher than that of the High 
Court. But workers warned that if nothing happens, the 
stayaway will start afresh, with even essential services, 
such as telephones and electricity, cut off. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 21 


Zimba we 


Official Calis Paris Donor Conference ‘Saccess’ 


MB1303141095 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 1130 
GMT 13 Mar 95 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] The acting senior minister of 
finance, Comrade Emmerson Mnangagwa, has described 
the just ended Paris donor conference as a success, where 
Zimbabwe received pledges to assist the balance of 
payment as well as budget support. 


Comrade Mnangagwa, who led a delegation to the fourth 
Zimbabwe Consultative Group meeting, toid journalists 
in Harare today that Zimbabwe received more than 1.4 
billion dollars, slightly more than what Zimbabwe had 
requested. He said most donors pledged suppurt for the 
Poverty Alleviation Action plan, as long as *aeir expen- 
ditures are accounted for through the rationa! budget, 
and commended the country’s structural reforms in 
trade and foreign exchange liberalization. Comrade 
Mnangagwa said land reform was identified as one of the 
key instruments to assist the poor in the rural areas as 
long as productivity is maintained. He, however, said 
there was concern over the budget deficit, domestic 
borrowing, inflation, cnd high interest rates. 


Reserve Bank Says War Against Inflation 
Working 

MB1303141295 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 1130 
GMT 13 Mar 95 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Reserve Bank of Zim- 
babwe, the RBZ, has warned that the war against rising 
inflation is paying off, but added that it could rise again 
following the recent spate of sales tax, excise duty, and 
fuel price increases. The RBZ, however, recently warned 
that it will not relax its tight monetary policy stance due 
to high inflat'on which, it said, threatens economic 
recovery. Mcanwhile, the private sector blames the gov- 
ernment for the inflationary pressures, pointing out the 
heavy reliance on borrowing from the domestic banking 
sector to finance recurrent expenditure. 
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Ghana 


Liberian Leaders in Accra for Consultations 


AB1303202195 Accra Gnana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 13 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribe. Text] Two Liberian leaders have 
arrived in Accra 11 consultations with Ghanaian offi- 
cials on ways to advance the peace process in their 
country. The head of Liberia’s Interim Government, Mr. 
David Kpomakpor, 2nd Chief Tamba Taylor, chairman- 
designate of the proposed Liberian Council of State, will 
hold a day’s consultation with the standing committee 
on Liberia tomorrow. According to a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, the two will also brief Ghanaian officials on 
current efforts by the faction leaders to resolve their 
differences back home. The UN special representative in 
Liberia, Mr. Anthony Nyaki, is also in Accra for the 
meeting. 


Chief Tamba Taylor told newsmen a‘, the airport that 
since he left Accra after the last (?calied) peace confer- 
ence he has managed to keep going the dialogue among 
the faction leaders, senior statesmen, and chiefs in 
Liberia on the need to give Liberia peace. He said the 
return of the leader of Ulimo-K [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia-Koromah], Alhaji 
Koromah, to Monrovia, the first time since 1992, has 
renewed hopes of Liberians that peace is possible in that 
country. Chief Tamba Taylor said although Liberia is 
enjoying relative peace, there are lots of displaced per- 
sons with varying problems, adding that this time events 
will be positively organized for an early return of peace 
and the inauguration of the Council of State. 


Peace talks on Liberia where civil war has been raging 
since December 1989, have stalled on the composition of 
a Council of State which is to rule until January next year 
when a constitutionally elected government is expected 
to be installed. The last round of talks last January was 
adjourned because of differences on the numerical com- 
position of the council. A mini-summit in Accra of five 
west Africa countries—Ghana, Guinea, Nigeria, Burkina 
Faso, and Cote d’Ilvoire—agreed to a six-member 
council to resolve difference between the Armed Forces 
of Liberia and the coalition which failed to elect their 
common me: ber. Tomorrow's consultations will be 
about the seventh attempt by Ghana to resolve the 
Liberian problem since she assumed the chairmanship of 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] in the middle of last year. 


Liberia 


Tanzanian Troop Withdrawal ‘Major Setback’ 
AB1003181095 Paris AFP in English 1739 GMT 
10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Monrovia, 10 Mar (AFP)}— 
A senior UN official here Friday [10 March] described 
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Tanzania’s decision to withdraw from the African peace- 
keeping force ECOMOG as a “major setback in the 
peace process” for war-ravaged Liberia. The Kenyan 
i2cading the United Nations Observer Mission in Liberia 
(Unomil), Major General Daniel Opande, said Tanzania 
forma’; informed the United Nations in a recent letter 
that it wanted to withdraw its 800-man contingent “due 
to the lack cf progress in the peace process.” “Presently, 
we need more peacekeepers to be deployed throughout 
the country,” Opande added. 


Tanzania’s Minister of State for Deferice Abdulrahman 
Kinana announced in Dar es Salaam on Friday morning 
that the Tanzanian peacekeepers would pull out at the 
end of the month. The decision follows the deaths of two 
Tanzanian ECOMOG soldiers in a car crash on Monday. 
Three more Tanzanian soldiers were hurt in the crash. 


Opande said the Tanzanians had complained their six- 
month peacekeeping mandate under the auspices of the 
UN and the Organization of African Unity (OAU) had 
expired without peace being restored to Liberia. 


Tanzania and Uganda agreed to provide soldiers to 
ECOMOG after the signing of the failed inter-Liberian 
peace agreement signed in July 1993 in Cotonou, Benin. 
Each country agreed to provide a battalion to expand the 
ECOMOG force to disarm Liberia’s factions and pave 
the way for free and fair democratic elections in the 
country, which has been at war since 1989. 


The UN, which agreed to underwrite the upkeep of the 
expanded force, airlifted the East African soldiers here in 
December 1993 and January 1994. But the elections 
were never held last September as planned, while two 
more peace accords signed last year have still failed to 
end more than five years of carnage. 


The information minister in the transitional government 
set up under the Cotonou accord, Joe Mulbah, said 
Friday that Tanzania’s decision was “regrettable”. “This 
is bad news for us, and it is a clear message to Liberian 
leaders that we are wasting time to resolve our problem,” 
Mulbah told AFP by telephone. “We have been hearing 
about Tanzania’s decision to withdraw its contingent. 
but we did not think it was going to be this early,” he 
added. [passage omitted] 


Ulimo Faction Accused of ‘Massacre’ in Sinje 


AB1203183895 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 12 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Reports have been filtering out 
of Cape Mount County, Liberia, of a massacre in the 
town of Sinje in which some 20 people are thought to 
have been killed. It is an erea of southwestern Liberia 
controlled by Ulimo [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia]. But the faction is split between 
the Krahn and the Mandingo wings of the movement. 
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Journalist James Momoh, of the INQUIRER news- 
raper, has just been to Cape Mount County to investi- 
gate and he is now back in Monrovia. On the line, 
Matthew Tostevin asked him what he had found. 


{Begin recording] [Momoh] I went into the town and the 
bodies of those that were killed were seen lying in the 
town. 


[Tostevin] Who were the peuple that had been killed? 


{[Momoh] They are all civilians. You see, Grand Cape 
Mount is now divided into two. You got the Johnson 
forces and the Koromah forces. As a result, most of these 
people fled from the bushes into towns and nearer to the 
road. So, most of them were civilians. 


[Tostevin] How could you tell they were civilians? 


[Momoh] Well, I saw them. Most of them were women, 
children. So, I mean that is a clear indication that they 
were all civilians. 


[Tostevin] When did people tell you this incident took 
place? 

[Momoh] Well, it happened about four days ago, because 
most of the bodies were visibly decomposed. 


[Tostevin] And who were they saying carried out this 
attack? 


{[Momoh] Some of the survivors that I talked with told 
me that fighters of ...[pauses] elements of the Mandingo 
faction of Ulimo were responsible for the massacre. 


[Tostevin] What evidence did they have for that claim? 


[Momoh] They told me that when they entered the town, 
they accused the civilians of aiding the Krahn faction of 
Ulimo. So, that was the only evidence that was given me. 


[Tostevin] What was the tribe of the people who had 
been killed? 


{[Momoh] Well, most of them were Vai, Krahn, and Gola 
people. You know, Cape Mount is basically belonging to 
the Vais and Golas, (?Bullos). 


[Tostevin] Now, you are saying that this incident—this 
massacre—was carried out by the Mandingo faction of 
Ulimo. What has Ulimo got to say about it? Have you 
asked Alhaji Koromah what he thinks of it? 


[Momoh} Believe me, I did not meet Alhaji Koromah, 
but I confronicd some members of his hierachy and they 
have said they have no knowledge of the massacre. [end 
recording} 


Niger 


Premier Amadou Meets With Traditional Chiefs 
AB1003190795 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1200 GMT 10 Mar 95 


{Address by Prime Minister Hama Amadou in Niamey 
on 10 March—recorded] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] Honorable sultans, chiefs of 
provinces, districts, and communities; Honorable Min- 
ister of State; and Honorable Ministers: This first 
meeting with you in less than 10 days after my assump- 
tion of office is obviously a cuntact meeting. I have 
decided to meet you to solemnly reaffirm to you all the 
respect that my government and I have for your institu- 
tion—traditional chieftaincy—which is by far the oldest 
institution in our country. 


These last years, as we know, the restoration of multi- 
partyism, and the upheavals that it implies, coupled with 
a bad interpretation of the laws governing public 
freedom, has led some citizens under your authority to 
believe that they can put aside for good—like relics—a 
certain number of values that have so far constituted the 
greatness of our people. Certain people have thus been 
made to believe that democracy, being synonymous with 
freedom, can authorize all kinds of freedom. Certain 
people have, therefore, turned their backs suddenly on 
those they venerated yesterday. They have suddenly 
became emancipated to the extent of seeking to defy 
traditional authority. This situation has forced some of 
you to stoically bear the most intolerable frustrations, 
harassment, or humiliation by certain men who, doubt- 
lessly, have some scores to settle with society. 


Honorable traditional chiefs, know that henceforth 
nothing of that kind will happen again because we 
respect you for the men that you are, and for the values 
that you embody. Who can deny, ioday, the role of the 
traditional chief in preserving naticnal unity, security, 
and development? As the recourse and reference for our 
people, you are also the guarantors of our social cohe- 
sion. That is why I would like to assure you of our entire 
preparedness to give you all the necessary support for tle 
performance of your big mission as custodians of our 
traditions and values that we must be very proud of. 


Torn between the exigencies of your office that com- 
mands you to observe strict neutrality in settling cases 
referred to you, and your daily behavior on the one hand, 
[words indistinct] on the other, you are sometimes 
forced to place your duties before your rights as citizens. 
I recall in this regard that the laws in force do not 
authorize you to have partisan activities. It is not our 
intention to question the laws, but I would like to explain 
that their biased interpretation, and bad faith should not 
lead to all kinds of abuses including the temptation to 
deprive yourselves of the inalienable rights of all Niger 
nationals. 


May people know once and for all that the traditional 
chief, in respect of the terms of the peculiar status of his 
office, fully enjoys rights reserved for all citizens of this 
country. Like prefects and subprefects, you are bound to 
be neutral in the affairs of all political parties, but like 
prefects and subprefects—outside the activities of polit- 
ical parties and associations—you are perfectly entitled 
to your own opinions, and even to express them, as your 
contribution toward the general wellbeing of the state, 
and the country. 
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For us, in any case, traditional chiefs are opinion leaders 
and actors of development who cannot, in this regard, 
remain indifferent to all that can promote the develop- 
ment of our country, much less all that can affect the 
harmony and cohesion of our people. Your role as 
unifiers is unequivocal, and it is useless to attempt to 
contest it. 


I would like, at this juncture, to digress by recalling an 
incident that occurred during our last electoral cam- 
paign. On that occasion, I realised to what extent tradi- 
tional chiefs are the cement of our society. I noticed that 
in certain villages, the rallies and other activities orga- 
nized by all the political parties were generally held at the 
place commonly known as Cochin Square, that is the 
chief's yard. Thus, I saw in Kourri, Manga, Lader, 
Laderawa, and elsewhere flags bearing the open basket of 
the Democratic and Social Convention; flags bearing the 
basketful of wheat of the Niger Democratic Union- 
Sawaba; the orange and green flags of the National 
Movement of the Development Society often side side 
by side with the white flags of the Niger Progressive 
Party- African Democratic Rally or the roses of the Niger 
Party for Democracy and Socialism. All these flags were 
flying in the air round the chiefs’ yards in beautiful 
harmony. Is there any better proof of neutrality than this 
factor which consists in giving all parties equal chances 
in the electoral competitions? This means, honorable 
traditional chiefs, that we have faith in your ability to 
respect your neutrality. 


In regard to the numerous harassments that some of you 
are subjected to, we solemnly promise to protect you 
constantly. We will see to the implementation and 
respect of your status as the texts demand. To this end, 
we will take the appropriate measures to ensure that a 
chief is never again humiliated and attacked because the 
attack or humiliation of a customary chief can lead to 
that of a subprefect, a prefect, or a member of the 
government, which will constitute a serious breach of 
state authority. We will not tolerate this. 


As persons responsible for the administration of people, 
you are guardians of a part of state authority, and you 
must, therefore, be protected from certain abuses, but 
this protection that is guaranteed for you by the law, and 
your status, obliges you to respect yourselves first, fol- 
lowed by the laws and regulations of the Republic, and 
the basic freedoms of the Niger people. 


Let us make ourselves clear: Restoring to the chiefs of 
our customary communities that you are all the prestige 
of the honorable office of chieftaincy does not mean in 
any way a return to the past but rather the beginning of 
a change in certain mentalities, and the beginning of an 
era of great responsibilities. For us, traditional chief- 
taincy is a respectable institution that has proven its 
serenity and, thereby, its utility for our great civilization. 
Those who want to inherit this chieftaincy must accept 
to return to live in the villages among our people. 


The chieftaincy institution would have ceased to exist 
long ago if it did not present any interest to the people. It, 
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therefore, deserves our respect and consideration. In the 
interest of democracy, we promise to guarantee all your 
rights as citizens, leaders, and cusiodians of our ancestral 
traditions. In return, we ask for your support because, as 
you know, the government needs to mobilize the grass 
roots, and the modest means of the local communities to 
support the development actions that we intend to 
undertake for the benefit of all Niger citizens. 


Your commitment to serve as relays in improving the 
situation of our fellow citizens in the rural areas is 
indispensable, and we expect to count on your total 
preparedness to ensure total quietude for the people in 
all villages and hamlets of our country, and the effective 
collection of community and refuse gathering taxes to 
make our communities live and act. Thank you. 


Foreign Minister Discusses Various Issues 


LD1003173495 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] We go back to Niger whose 
foreign minister, Bassou Mohamed, explains a series of 
sensitive issues such as the movement of weapons in the 
whole of the western African region, the fundamentalist 
upsurge in some Niger circles, and the affair surrounding 
the use of Taiwan’s money in his country. Jean-Jacques 
Loirne first asked whether a diplomatic campaign is not 
really a luxury thing in the current framework of cash 
flow crisis in Niger. Here is his answer: 


[Begin recording] [Bassou] As far as Niger is concerned 
we have to start with improving the image of the country 
and this should begin in Niger itself. We have to improve 
the economic and financial situation of the country. This 
should be the first thing to do in order io create a better 
image of our country and give some impetus to its 
diplomacy. Having said this, I am not saying that there 
are no other, better things to do or that diplomatic action 
should be sacrificed. 


{Loirne] There is a lot of talk about the movement of 
light weapons and armed Arab militias. Is there any plan 
for the dismantling of these militias? This matter does 
not only affect Niger but it is really a problem of the 
movement of light weapons in the subregion. 


[Bassou] A UN mission, led by former OAU Secretary 
General William Etike M’Boua will soon arrive in Niger. It 
was charged by the UN secretary general to discuss this 
problem of the movement of weapons with some countries 
of the region where some conflicts have been going on for 
some years now. Niger has functioned as some sort of 
platform for the movement of these weapons. It is true that 
we have some problems with certain communities. 


{Loirne] There is also a lot of talk in Niger about the 
upsurge of Islamic associations. Is there an antiwestern 
upsurge of fundamentalism in the region, particularly in 
Niger? 
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[Bassou] Regarding this question, I have an opinion of 
my own. It is true that an increased interest in Islam has 
been shown by some social strata, which was absent 
before, but it seems to me that it is not possible for the 
fundamentalism phenomena as perceived in the west to 
develop in sub-Saharan countries. It seems to me that 
there are authentic anti-Islamic African values which 
seems not to accommodate fundamentalism defined as 
such. 


{Loirne] At the diplomatic level, do you think Algiers is 
a reliable partner concerning the Tuareg issue? 


[Bassou] Certainly, Algiers is a reliable partner and it is 
certainly one of our most reliable partners in this issue 
and other issues concerning Niger and the subregion 
generally. 


[Loirne] However, Algiers has been hesitant over the 
Ouagadougou agreement. 


[Bassou] I was not in charge of the problem at that time 
but I did not have this impression. 


{Loirne] When you were state secretary for cooperation, 
you uttered this sentence: Taiwan or chaos. Without 
going further into the details of this affair, do you think 
that you still had chaos despite having obtained the 
money from Taiwan? 


[Bassou] I was not the one who uttered this sentence. | 
would like to set the record straight for your benefit and 
for the benefit of everybody who thought I said such a 
thing. The prime minister asked me at that time to 
explain the reasons for recognizing the Chinese republic 
of Taiwan [as heard]. A television journalist said to me: 
Minister you seem to say Taiwan or chaos. I said no, but 
that we had to understand that the situation of our 
country was very difficult and that it was this situation 
that imposed such a move on the prime minister. 


It is true that we resumed our relations with China and 
we have made gains from that conjuncture as everybody 
knows, but we never thought at the time of the transition 
that this would suddenly put an end to all the problems 
Niger was facing. 


We simply said that given the decisions of the National 
Conference discarding any form of economic policy 
likely to lead us to a structural adjustment program, we 
had to keep ourselves afloat until such a time when new 
authorities—that base their action on a legitimacy other 
than that of the national conference and its tight griev- 
ances—lead the appropriate negotiations in order to 
reach a structural adjustment agreement which would be 
the only means to bring in cash to Niger in order to set 
the economic machinery on course again. [end 
recording] 
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Nigeria 


Constitutional Conference Resumes, Adopts Drafts 


AB1303221395 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 13 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Constitutional Conference 
reconvened today after the weekend break. Delegates 
debated and adopted Chapter 4 of the draft constitution 
which contains provisions for the citizens’ fundamental 
rights. The conference also adopted provisions empow- 
ering citizens to seek redress at the Constitutional Court 
when their fundamental rights are violated. Correspon- 
dent Muhammed Kudu Abubakar has more on today’s © 
session: 


[Begin Abubakar recording] Highlights of the provisions 
contained in Chapter 4 of the draft constitution include 
the citizens’ right to the dignity of human persons, right 
to personal liberty, and right to the eradication of 
corrupt practices. This is contained in Section 35 of the 
draft constitution. It stipulates that every person shall 
have the right to ensure the eradication of corrupt 
practices and abuse of power, protect and preserve 
public property, and also fight against misappropriation 
and squandering of public funds. Section 40 of Chapter 
4 of the draft constitution just adopted by the conference 
gives Nigerian citizens the right to freedom of expression 
and the press. Subsection 2 of this section further entitles 
any person to own, establish, and operate any medium 
for the dissemination of information, ideas, and opin- 
ions. Similarly, Subsection 3 of this section further 
enjoins the print, electronic, and other agencies of the 
mass media to, at all times, uphold the provisions of the 
Constitution. Delegates also adopted Section 49 of 
Chapter 4 of the draft constitution which empowers 
persons, whose fundamental rights are breached, to seek 
redress at the Constitutional Court. 


With the adoption of Chapter 4 of the draft constitution, 
conference went ahead to debate Chapter 5 that deals 
with the legislature. Delegates adopted their earlier res- 
olutions for a bi-cameral legislature of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives and a House of Assembly at 
the states level. The conference also approved a min- 
imum qualification of secondary school certificate or its 
equivalent for persons seeking to contest elections into 
the Nation?! or State Assemblies. Debate on Chapter 5 
and the provisions of the legislature continues 
tomorrow. [end recording] 


And conference chairman Justice Adolphus Karibi- 
Whyte says the | January 1996 terminal date given the 
government to hand over to civilians may not be prac- 
ticable. He said this while receiving the Austrian ambas- 
sador in Nigeria in his office. Correspondent 
Muhammed Kudu Abubakar again has details: 


[Begin Abubakar recording] Justice Adolphus Karibi- 
Whyte explained that exercises such as state and local 
government creations, redefinition of constituencies, 
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formation of political parties, and compilation of voters’ 
registers may not be completed within the time schedule 
given by the conference. The conference chairman also 
assured that the conference opposed in principle the 
creation of states and local governments. He, however, 
says only the Federal Military Government reserved the 
power to determine the states and local governments to 
be created. Justice Karibi-Whyte informed the Austrian 
Ambassador that delegates to the conference could be 
immune from arrest on only criminal charges, but not on 
cases that are treasonable. 


The Austrian ambassador pledged his home country’s 
willingness to assist Nigeria to solve her domestic prob- 
lems. He, however, assured that though Austria will not 
interfere in Nigeria’s internal affairs, Austria, he says, 
however, wishes, what he called, a realistic timetable to 
return the country to a democratic rule be released by the 
Federal Government. [end recording] 


Panel To Question Coup Plotters ‘This Week’ 


AB1303222395 Paris AFP in English 2209 GMT 
13 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, March 13 (AFP)— 
Nigeria this week will start interrogating people arrested 
in an attempted military coup, the defense ministry said 
Monday [13 March]. 


A ministry spokesman, General Fred Chijuka, told jour- 
nalists a special panel headed by a senior military officer 
would recommend which ones are to go on trial. The 
government said Friday that 29 military officers and 
civilians had been arrested in the failed putsch. 


Chijuka confirmed that the arrest and detention of 
former deputy military head of state General Shehu 
Musa Yar’Adua was in connection with the plot, the 
official NAN news agency said. 


Yar’Adua, 52, an elected member of the Constitutional 
Conference, was arrested in the early hours of last 
Thursday from his official residence in Abuja. 


A former military head of state, General Olusegun 
Obasanjo, was arrested Monday by security agents at his 
farm in Otta and brought to Lagos, one of his aides told 
AFP. Obasanjo, an international figure who has been 
involved in mediation of many international conflicts and 
in the anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa, was 
appointed last week in Denmark as UN roving ambassador. 


General Challenges Arrest 


AB1403112495 Paris AFP in English 1112 GMT 
14 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lagos, 14 Mar (AFP)— 
Nigerian former deputy head of state General Shehu 
Musa Yar’Adua, detained last Thursday [9 March] over 
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an alleged coup plot uncovered by the junta, has chal- 
lenged his arrest in court, sources close to him said 
Tuesday. 


In a suit filed Monday by his lawyers at the Federal High 
Court, Yar’Adua, 52, is seeking a ruling that his arrest is 
illegal and unconstitutional and violates his rights as a 
delegate to the Constitutional Conference, said the 
sources, reached by telephone by AFP. The general 
alleged in the suit that those who arrestec him have 
failed to give reason for his incarceration. 


The government on Monday also arrested the former 
president under whom Yar’Adua served, General Ole- 
segun Obasanjo, the most senior politician known to 
have been detained since the regime on Friday 
announced that it had thwarted a coup plot. 


A 25-paragraph affidavit in support of the suit was 
deposed to the court by Yar’Adua’s aide, Inuwa Baba, 
who confirmed the suit to AFP. No date has yet been 
fixed for hearing of the suit but the politician’s lawyers 
would seek or accelerated hearing, said Baba. 


A former aspirant in presidential elections staged but 
then annulled by the military in 1993, Yar’Adua’s arrest 
was formally confirmed Monday by Defence Ministry 
spokesman General Fred Chijuka. [passage omitted] 


Nadeco Responds 


AB1403111995 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 14 Mar 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program; hosted by Rick 
Wells—recorded] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [Wells] In Nigeria, the mil- 
itary authorities have made more arrests in the after- 
math of an apparent attempt to overthrow the 
government. [passage omitted] As you may have heard 
in the news, the latest person to be arrested is former 
head of state General Olusegun Obasanjo. He has been 
out of the country for the past 11 days attending the 
World Development Summit [in Copenhagen], and was 
picked up after his return yesterday. [passage omitted] 


Well, to try and get an idea about where the opposition 
thinks things will go from here, I spoke to former 
[Nigerian] foreign minister Professor Bolaji Akinyemi, 
who represents the National Democratic Coalition, 
Nadeco, from abroad. In the Network studio, I asked 
him for his reaction to the arrests. 


[Akinyemi] The identity of the personalities involved is 
mind-boggling, of course. In any country, the arrest of a 
former head of state, the arrest of a former vice president 
will be shattering news, and we find this very very 
disturbing. Nigerians must find this very very disturbing. 


[Wells] So where is the civilian opposition at the 
moment? People’s expectations, to some extent, were 
raised when you spoke with Abacha in January, but since 
then, it seems no progress. What has been happening? 
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[Akinyemi] Well, the requests which we, as members of 
~ ~ tabled before General Abacha are still on 
e table. 


[Wells] But it has been a long time. I mean, how long are 
you prepared to continue waiting? You seem pretty well 
powerless while .... 


[Akinyemi, interrupting] No, no, no.... 
(Wells, interrupting] Abacha does what he wants. 


[Akinyemi] No, no, no, no. We are not powerless. I 
mean, after all, for over a year Gen. Abacha refused to 
talk to us, and then, he started to talk to us. Now, while 
the talking is going on, we continued our own peaceful 
(?proselytization) if you like, of the international com- 
munity. We kept the torch of freedom and democracy 
alive in that country while the talks were going on, and 
we will continue to do that. The talks didn’t stop 
anything, not from the point of view of the opposition 
activities. No, it didn’t. 


[Wells] So if I understand right, you are prepared to be 
patient, to wait as long as it takes; but the problem is that 
the military are acting now. They have arrested people; 
they are clamping down on opposition. So what.... 
[pauses] How do you respond to that? Can you respond 
in any practical way back in Nigeria? 


[Akinyemi] Look, deep in their hearts, the military 
knows that it does not have a solution, and for one and 
a half years it has ignored us. It told Nigerians it was the 
international community, that it had things under con- 
trol. Then out comes this announcement, and massive 
arrests—and of very key personalities. So what does that 
say to the military itself? That it is not in control; that 
perhaps the route that it has taken is not the correct 
route. If the military is going to be sincere it will have to 
retrace its steps back to 12 June. If it doesn’t, it is just 
going to run from one pitfall to another. This military 
regime may not go tomorrow; it may not go in three 
months’ time, but it knows that it cannot continue to 
decapitate the military establishment in Nigeria. Some- 
where along the line, it is going to trip, and when it trips 
this legitimate, genuine, principled opposition is going to 
be there to say to the people: We are the alternative. 


Government Not To Punish ‘Innocent’ People 


AB1403170295 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1500 GMT 14 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Federal Government 
has assured Nigerians that concerted efforts will be made 
to ensure that no innocent person is punished because of 
the coup attempt. The chief of general staff, Lieutenant 
General Oladipo Diya, gave the assurance today in 
Abuja when he received a delegation of Obas and chiefs 
from the Oke-Ijebu area of Oyo State. State House 
Correspondent Haruna Idriss reports: 


The chief of general staff stated that only those found 
involved in the coup plot will be indicted and punished 
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according to the provisions of the law. Gen. Diya empha- 
sized that if there is any doubt about the involvement of 
any one [words indistinct] the Federal Government will 
[words indistinct] to release such a person. On the 
creation of new states and local government areas, he 
said government was awaiting the report and recommen- 
dations of the Constitutional Conference on the issue. 
The Federal Government, Gen. Diya reassured, will 
consider all the requests for state creation and will take 
the decision as appropriate. 


Speaking on the request for the completion of the Bad- 
agry-Sokoto Expressway, the chief of general staff said 
capital projects will now be carried out on the basis of 
priorities. [passage omitted] 


Gen. Diya expressed appreciation to the delegation for 
the visit and gave the assurance that all their requests 
will be looked into. Speaking earlier, the leader of the 
12-man delegation, the Ajeyi of Ifeyi, Oba Ofulale Adey- 
eri, had disclosed that the Oke-Ijebu area of Oyo State 
comprises five local government areas and called for 
their division into 13 new local government areas. He 
also called for the creation of a new state out of part of 
the present Oyo State, with the capital in (Oke Igbu) 
area, and the completion of the Badagry-Sokoto 
Expressway, which passes through their domain. Oba 
Adeyeri expressed the support of his people to the 
Federal Government and condemned the recent abortive 
coup plot in the country. [end recording] 


Obasanjo Said Arrested for Political Reasons 


AB1303132295 Paris AFP in English 1302 GMT 
13 Mar 95 


[By Ade Obisesan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lagos, 13 Mar (AFP)}—A 
Nigerian former head of state, General Olusegun 
Obasanjo, was arrested Monday [13 March] by security 
agents and taken away, one of his aides said. He was 
detained about noon in his farm in Otta, about 60 
kilometres (40 miles) north of here, by two security 
officers, one of them a police officer while the other wore 
civilian clothes, Ayo Aderinwale said, adding that the 
arrest took place in his presence. Aderinwale told AFP 
that Obasanjo informed him that they were detaining 
him “for political reasons”. 


No official confirmation of his arrest was forthcoming. 
The former president, in power from 1976 to October 
1979, was being taken to the Federal Intelligence and 
Investigation Bureau in Alagbon, in Lagos, Aderinwale 
stated. 


General Shehu Musa Yar’Adua, Obasanjo’s deputy 
when he was head of state, was arrested at his residence 
in Abuja in the early hours of last Thursday, his family 
sources said. 


Obasanjo, who arrived Sunday home from a trip abroad, 
is the coordinator of the National Unity Organisation, a 
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political association which he formed last year. No 
detailed reasons for the arrests have been given, but they 
come in the wake of the discovery of a coup plot against 
the military regime, which has led to the arrests of 
dozens of Army officers and civilians, according to the 
armed forces. 


Some top Nigerian politicians have been placed under 
permanent surveillance by security agents following the 
uncovering of the plot to overthrow General Sani 
Abacha, the pro-government DAILY TIMES reported 
Monday. Police sources told the paper that the surveil- 
lance is to ensure that the politicians, several of whom 
are wanted by authorities in connection with security 
issues, do not travel out of the country. [passage omitted] 


Further on Obasanjo’s Arrest 


AB1303192795 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 13 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted] Now the 
net seems to be widening in the hunt for suspects in 
Nigeria and General Obasanjo is the most prominent 
person to have been detained so far. On the line to Lagos, 
Raggie Omar asked our correspondent, Sola Odunfa, if 
there has been any official explanation of why the 
general had been arrested: 


[Begin recording] [Odunfa] As usual, there has been no 
statement and no comment from any government offi- 
cial or people in the security services. I tried to get the 
police to make a comment but everybody said no com- 
ment, we don’t know anything about it, and this is a 
typical reaction here. The government and the security 
officials don’t make any comments on anyone who is 
arrested or detained for security reasons. 


[Omar] But what’s been the reaction on the streets about 
the news of Gen. Obasanjo being picked up? 


[Odunfa] Everybody I’ve spoken to so far in Lagos seems 
confused because Gen. Obasanjo is not the type of man 
who will be involved in a coup plot at this time. Truly, 
Gen. Obasanjo has been campaigning for a quick return 
to civilian democratic rule for at least the past seven 
years. His activities have been open and widely reported 
in the media and since last year, he’s devoted much 
energy to try to reconcile the various ethnic groups in 
southern Nigeria, especially the Ibo and his own Yoruba 
people as a way to forge a united southern political front 
which will then meet the leaders of northern Nigeria as a 
new basis for national cohesion. All these activities have 
been in the open and they have been widely reported in 
the media. 


[Omar] But on the basis of that do you think it will be 
fair to say that Gen. Obasanjo has to some extent been a 
thorn in the side of General Abacha’s military govern- 
ment? 


FBIS-AFR-95-049 
14 March 1995 


{Odunfa] To the extent that he’s been consistently 
opposed to the continuation of military rule, he’s been a 
thorn in the flesh of the present government just as he 
was also a thorn in the flesh in the government of 
General Ibrahim Babangida before now. He has said that 
military rule is not conducive to national development 
and progress and all his activities have revolved around 
that, but it will take hard evidence—concrete and open 
evidence—to convince Nigerians that a man like him or 
even General Yar’adua—who was picked up last Thurs- 
day—are involved in a coup plot. 


[Omar] But on that question, I mean, the net seems to be 
widening almost each day. We have senior public figures 
like Gen. Obasanjo and Gen. Yar’adua picked up and 
huge numbers of military officers. Do Nigerians still 
remain skeptical about this uncovering of a coup plot as 
the government would have it? 


{[Odunfa] As a matter of fact, since the announcement 
was made last week many people have displayed strong 
apathy towards whatever is going on within the military, 
but then even those who have taken enough time to 
consider the situation are now saying that even if there 
was a coup plot, the government is probably using that as 
a excuse to round up its more important critics. [end 
recording] 


And it looks like some of the people wanted in connec- 
tion with the investigation into the coup plot in Nigeria 
have escaped. At least army officers have now turned up 
in Ghana and are said to be seeking asylum. On the line 
to Accra, Raggie Omar asked our correspondent, Ben 
Ephson, what information he had about the Nigerian 
asylum seekers: 


[Begin recording] [Ephson] According to very reliable 
information that I had over the weekend, three army 
officers and their driver arrived at the border, claiming 
or alleging that they were going to be arrested in connec- 
tion with the recent coup attempt in Nigeria and that 
they were seeking political asylum in Ghana. 


[Omar] How senior were these army officers? Do you 
know that? 


[Ephson] Well, they couldn’t tell me because most of the 
officials at the border were hedging and what I know for 
sure is that they got in touch with Accra and Accra asked 
them that they should send the men down to Accra under 
armed escort. So that has been done. 


[Omar] Now have you got any wind of whether in fact 
they are going to be granted asylum in Ghana? 


[Ephson] I suspect that, well, the government will first 
try to establish whether their lives will be in danger and 
try and enter in consultation with the UNHCR and try 
and find out if they are truly in danger of their basic 
rights being infringed back home in Nigeria. 


[Omar] But I mean have these men basically said that 
they were involved in trying to mount a coup attempt? 
Do you know that? 
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{Ephson] Well, my contact at the Aflao border said these 
men just came to the border and they said that they were 
seeking political asylum in Ghana and that they were 
afraid that their lives were in danger, they would be 
arrested in connection with the past coup attempt. Now, 
what this means to the officials was that either they were 
part of it or they think that they could be arrested as part 
of witch-hunting. 


[Omar] Now, I gather you've also been talking to Nige- 
rian diplomats in Accra about this whole thing and what 
have they told you? 


[Ephson]} Well, I was at the Nigerian High Commission 
this afternoon and I met the acting high commissioner, 
Mr. (Kennedy Apo). He said that they had no knowledge 
of any Nigerian seeking asylum here, but when I pressed 
him further he said that, well, the Nigerian Government 
itself has not released any names and when names of 
those here, if they are here, are made known and they are 
wanted, they will put in a formal application for their 
extradition, that is if they are wanted back in Nigeria. 


[Omar] Have your sources in Accra told you whether the 
Ghanaian Government was looking favorably on their 
application for asylum? 


[Ephson] Well, my sources in Accra just said no com- 
ment. [end recording] 


Demonstrators Express Support for 
Administration 

AB1203192095 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 12 Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] In Borno State thousands of 
people today staged a mammoth rally in support of the 
present administration. Our correspondent reports that 
the [words indistinct] and other many towns were closed 
to enable people take part in the rally which was staged 
at the Murtala Rama Square. 


Enugu, Plateau Back Abacha 


AB1203193095 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 11 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Thousands of people in 
Enugu State today went on a solidarity march to Gov- 
ernment House to demonstrate their support for the 
head of state, General Sani Abacha, and the Federal 
Military Government. Correspondent Chiji Okolu 
reports that the demonstrators were from 19 local gov- 
ernment areas of the state: 


[Begin Okolu recording] [chants] In their message to the 
head of state, read by their spokesman Mr. Ernest Mata, 
the placards-carrying demonstrators condemned any 
attempt to destabilize the present military government 
of Nigeria. They condemned the activities of those 
whom they described as destroyers and enemies of 
progress, expressing that Gen. Abacha should be allowed 
to continue with his plans to establish stability and 
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progress as well as a democratically elected government. 
The people expressed their gratitude to the head of state 
for assigning Colonel Mike Torey to Enugu State as 
military administrator, adding that the people of the 
state are solidly behind him in his bid to move the state 
forward on the path of progress. [passage omitted] [end 
recording] 

The people of Keffi local government of Plateau State 
have strongly condemned the recent coup attempt. They 
staged a solidarity rally in support of the Federal Gov- 
ernment at the Amir of Keffi’s palace. [passage omitted] 


Five Banks Dropped from Foreign Exchange List 


AB1403083895 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In the economic sector five out 
of the 18 banks that had problems with their accounts 
with the Central Bank of Nigeria [CBN] have been 
dropped from the 68 banks selected to buy and sell 
foreign exchange. The banks are Commercial Bank Lim- 
ited, Highland Bank Limited, Inter-City Limited, Pin- 
nacle Commercial Bank Limited, and Royal Merchant 
Bank Limited. The banks had a total negative balance of 
about 738 million naira in their current accounts with 
the Central Bank, while their total foreign exchange 
demand was about $4.7 million, about 382 million naira. 


With this development, their customers are advised to go 
to other banks within 48 hours for the foreign exchange 
already sold to them through the five banks in the first 
CBN intervention. The CBN also advises them to go to 
other banks in the list of 68 for its subsequent intervention. 


Sierra Leone 


Government Fights Back in Southeast; 85 Killed 


AB1303163595 Paris AFP in English 1551 GMT 
13 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, March 13 (AFP)— 
Some 85 people were killed over the weekend as the 
Sierra Leone army launched a series of counterattacks 
against rebel forces operating in the southeast, according 
to local journalists. 


Near the town of Kenema, 240 kilometres (150 miles) 
east of the capital Freetown, 60 rebels were reported 
killed by the army. Rebels had gone looking for food 
when they were ambushed by government forces, one 
source said. 


Meanwhile, in a three-hour battle near the Guinea 
border at Buedu, 320 kilometres (200 miles) east of 
Freetown, 20 rebels died and five government soldiers 
were killed. Ammunition and weapons, including some 
AK-47s, were seized following the battle. 


Journalists in the regional capital of Bo reported that 
rebels Sunday entered the nearby town of Mano, 140 
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kilometres (85 miles) southeast of Freetown, after being 
ousted by government forces from the neighbouring 
Swiss-owned Sierra Leone Ore and Metal Company 
(Sieromco) for the second time this year. 


A total of 500 evacuees fleeing from rebel attacks in the 
nearby Bonthe region were brought to the capital Sunday 
and Monday in three boatloads, an operation supervised 
by the poverty-stricken country’s tiny navy. 


On Monday the army was reported to be carrying out 
heavy attacks on Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
positions in the centre of the country near Mile 91, 115 
kilometres (70 miles) due east of the capital, in an 
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apparent bid to reach a rebel base in the nearby Malal 
Hills. The base is believed to be the largest in the country 
and the location where some or all of 17 kidnapped 
foreigners are being held. 


““We are making decisive progress and we are out to rout 
them once and for all,” one frontline commander said. 


Sierra Leone’s civil war broke out in March 1991 as a bid 
by RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh to overthrow the 
regime led by General Joseph Momoh, who was ousted 
in a coup in April 1992 led by junior officers disgruntled 
with his leadership of the war. 
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